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ADVERTISEMENTS \
No faxed ads. Deadline is the 1st of the
month prior to publication. Use a jpeg
file format for electronic ads. Mailed ads
must be mailed flat. Send Display Ad
Artwork on paper no larger than 8.5" X
11". Do not reduce artwork to desired
size, make a note for the desired size for
the ad (spell out the size).
Cost/ Spaces / per issue

Business Card $15.00
1/4 page $35.00
1/2 page $65.00
Full page $125.00
Full page *Insert call

*Additional printing charges for Inserts.

If Ads are prepaid for one year, a 10% discount is
applied. If production work is necessary on the

Ad, $35.00 per hour will be billed.

Chapter Fundraisers/political ads receive a 30%
discount.

At the descretion of the Editor, if late ads (after the
1st of the month prior to publication) are accepted,
a 20% surcharge will be added to the cost.
Website advertising:

Chapter Fundraisers ads are free of charge. Use a
jpeg file format for electronic ads and send to:
roadnoise@abatemn.org.

LETTERS AND ARTICLES
Submissions are encouraged, however, are
subject to editing and will be printed at the
discretion of the Road Noise Committee. The use of
foul language, personal attacks or the use of
language that may be libelous or interpreted as
inciting hate or sexual harassment is not permitted.
User comments are reviewed by moderators to en-
sure that comments meet these standards. Anyone
submitting an article, “Letter to the Editor,” or
photograph may request that it be returned by
including with submission a self-addressed
stamped envelope. Letters to the Editor must be
accompanied with the author’s signature. For
electronic picture submissions, use a tiff or jpeg file
format.

GRAPEVINES AND REPORTS
The deadline is the 10th of the month
prior to publication.

- DO NOT submit in all uppercase, or insert
backgrounds.

- Include your chapter/committee name on the
subject line of the email that you send to the
Road Noise.

Use the following basic outline:

1) Chapter/Committee Name

2) Next Chapter/Committee Meetings/Time, Place
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STATE OFFICE HOURS:
Monday - Friday 6:00pm - 9:00pm

State Office Administrator, Shelly Deutsch
E-mail: StateOffice@abatemn.org
A.B.A.TE. of Minnesota, Inc.

P.0. Box 142
Mapleton, MN 56065
(507) 487-5000

Not receiving your Road Noise?

Contact the State Office to ensure your address
is correct in our system. If it is correct, you will
need to contact your post office to ensure that
they are delivering the Road Noise to you.

Get address changes to me ASAP.
Road Noise is bulk mail and will not be
forwarded.

Membership tri-folds:

can be requested from the State Office, or from
Shelley Deutsch (Membership & Retention
Chair) at (507) 227-4498, or membership
@abatemn.org. You can also find membership
forms on the website at www.abatemn.org.
When you recruit a new member, write your
name and Chapter on the tri-fold so you receive
credit for the recruit. Make sure ftri-folds,
Chapter information forms, and other pertinent
business documents are written legibly,
including area codes, zip codes, phone
numbers, and e-mail addresses. Use
POSTAL CORRECT addresses. The following
are address tips: Do not abbreviate County
Road, Minnesota State Highway, Circle, do not
use #sign (i.e. Co. Rd, ST, Hwy, CR, use Lot or
Apt. or TRLR number, example: Trailer + number
=TRLR 201 or Lot 201, or Apt 201).

Memberships:

Postcards go out to members who will expire
at the end of that given month. Renewals must
reach the State Office by the third Friday of the
month, regardless of the date, to ensure you
receive your next month’s Road Noise. Use
POSTAL CORRECT address! Please allow 4-6
weeks to receive your new hard cards.

Minutes:
from Chapter, Committee, and District meetings
can be e-mailed to stateoffice@abatemn.org.

Mailing Labels:
The State Office can print current mailing labels
for your Chapter’s newsletters, reminder cards,
and event flyers.
Feel free to call me with questions,
concerns, and inquiries 6:00 pm to
9:00 pm, or leave a message and
1 will return your call ASAP,
A.B.A.TE. of MN accepts no responsibility for

K Mack Backlury

the submissions, comments, opinions, or
K errors contained within this publication.
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CHAPTER PRESIDENT CONTACTS

Central Chapter

East Central Chapter
Jack Pine Riders Chapter
Metro Chapter

Northeast Chapter

Sand Dunes Chapter

Up North Chapter

Borderland Chapter

Freedom First Riders Chapter
Heart of the Lakes Chapter
North Star Chapter
Northwest Chapter

Flatlanders Chapter
Southeast LC Chapter
River Valley Chapter
Straight River Chapter
Tri-County Chapter

Buffalo Ridge Chapter
Glacial Ridge Chapter
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Rolling Prairie Chapter
South Central Chapter
Southwest Chapter
Way West Chapter

Travis Rolfes
Jim Pierson
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(218) 390-4468
(612) 730-8676
(218) 398-7640

(218) 242-0120
(320) 491-8546
(218) 996-4715
(218) 251-0349
)218) 390-4468

(507) 438-5962
(507) 398-8183
(507) 676-2918
(507) 213-8845
(952) 649-0581

(952) 715-1639
(320) 583-6162
(612) 741-0279
(507) 830-0782
(320) 894-5596
(507) 304-5901
(320) 305-1626
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Dear Fellow Motorcyclists:

American Bikers for Awareness, Training,
and Education (A.B.AT.E.) of Minnesota is
a not for profit, grass roots organization
that is committed to educating
motorcyclists and the general public
about motorcycling. A.B.AT.E. members
ride many different types and brands of
motorcycles. We are all people with a
common interest in a common activity.
The fact that we share an interest in
motorcycling is more important than the
type of motorcycle we ride.

There are chapters of A.B.AT.E. located
throughout Minnesota. Each of these
chapters is represented on the A.B.AT.E.
Board of Directors (B.O.D.). The B.O.D.
also includes the A.B.AT.E. state officers.
The B.O.D. meets once each quarter to
discuss the operation of the organization.
In addition, each chapter holds a monthly
meeting in their area of the state.
A.B.AT.E.is a member driven
organization. Members are encouraged
to participate in any of these meetings.

A.B.AT.E. seeks to promote the positive
aspects of motorcycling and strives to
protect the rights of motorcyclists by

being involved in the local, state and
national political process. Safer
motorcycling, reducing accidents and
fatalities can be best accomplished by
education and training of both the
motorcyclists and the general public, not
necessarily through additional legislation.

Our ability to enjoy many freedoms
while riding motorcycles in Minnesota
is the direct result of the work done by
motorcyclists in our state. These people
have joined together to fight for our
rights and freedoms.

The efforts of these people have made
Minnesota a leader in motorcycle safety.
We have one of the toughest licensing
standards in the nation, the best public
awareness programs, and the most
comprehensive rider education programs
in the nation. These efforts have helped
reduce motorcycle accidents, injuries, and
fatalities in spite of the growing number
of licensed motorcyclists in Minnesota.

To continue these efforts we need your
support and participation. Show your
commitment to protecting and preserving

your rights as a motorcyclist in Minnesota.
Participate in the meetings, rides, and the
fundraising activities. You will be informed
about the motorcycle activities in the
state by receiving Road Noise, the
A.B.AT.E. monthly news publication.
A.B.AT.E.is fun, educational and a great
way to meet people and make new
friends with similar interests.

With your help, we can continue to
promote the positive image of
motorcyclists. If you want more
information about A.B.AT.E., please
attend any of our meetings, meet other
members, and ask questions.

We are pleased that you have decided
your rights are worth protecting, that the
positive aspects of motorcycling are
worth promoting, that education is
important, and that the cost of an
A.B.AT.E. membership is a small price to
pay to preserve and promote these
principles.

Members are the most important thing
that A.B.AT.E. has, so Thank You for
becoming a member and we look
forward to seeing you at our events.

MINNESOTA ORGANIZATIONS

Motorcycle PAC of Minnesota
Mark Senn (612) 839-1077
8360 Suffolk Drive
Chanhassen, MN 55317

Minnesota Motorcycle Club Coalition
Web: www.mnmeccoalition.com

Facebook: mnmccoalition
Secretary: Mike Klatt

Email: mncoalitionsec@gmail.com

Minnesota Motorcycle Safety Center -
MMSC

Beginning, experienced, and

sidecar rider courses
(800) 407-6677

www.motorcyclesafety.state.mn.us

Minnesota Motorcycle Safety
Advisory Task Force
Jon Fernholz, Liaison
mnmsatf@abatemn.org

Motorcycle Dial-A-Ride
Kayla Baker
Kylab1998 @gmail.com
(218) 407-4005

MN Confederation of Clubs

https://www.facebook.com/cocofmn/

webmaster@cocofmn.com
jerry.cmecmn@gmail.com

CoC of MN email: cocofmn@gmail

A.B.A.T.E. of Minnesota
stateoffice@abatemn.org

P.0. Box 142

Mapleton, MN 56065

(507) 487-5000

A.B.A.T.E. of lllinois

PO Box 526

Avon, IL 61415

(309) 343-6588 e Fax (309) 343- 6387
http://abate-il.org

A.B.A.T.E. of lowa

1240 Washington St. e P.0. Box 70
Eldora, 1A 50627

(641) 858-5001 e Fax (641) 858-5012
http://abateiowa.org

A.B.A.T.E. of Nebraska
P.0. Box 22764

Lincoln, NE 68542

(402) 489-0651
www.abateofne.com

THE HEARTLAND STEAM ORGANIZATIONS

A.B.A.T.E. of North Dakota
1001 S 22nd St

Bismarck, ND 58504

(800) 726-4094 o Fax (701) 224-0650
abatend.com

A.B.A.T.E. of South Dakota
#243 2601 S. Minnesota Ave, STE 105
Sioux Falls, SD 57105-4750
http://www.abatesd.com

ABATE of Wisconsin
PO Box 38

Brookfield, WI 53008

(262) 402-0593
http://www.abatewis.org

13515 Yatmouth Drive
(614) 856-1900

E-Mail: mrfoffice@mrf.org
P. O. Box 9090
(202) 546-0983

21054 Sherman Way, 3rd floor
(800) ON-A-BIKE

NATIONAL MOTORCYCLE RIGHTS ORGANIZATION
American Motorcyclist Association (AMA)

Motorcycle Riders Foundation MRF

National Coalition of Motorcyclists N.C.O.M.

Pickerington, OH 43147
www.AMADirectlink.com

Peoria, IL61612
www.mrf.org

Canoga Park, CA 91303
http://www.aimncom.com
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( STATE
COORDINATOR

JANE DOYLE

(612) 910-1572
STATECOORDINATOR@ABATEMN.ORG

It's Motorcycle Awareness Month - Spring is
finally here.

I've just returned from Heartland STEAM.
A.B.AT.E. of lowa did an awesome job
hosting this year. There were a lot of
informative sessions and lots of

Qalways enjoy catching up with people that

conversations with people from other states.

| don't often see, and forming new \
relationships. Are you ready to help us host
next years Heartland STEAM? We are just
starting to make plans for the event. What
classes and speakers would you like to see
next year?

Soon it will be time to hit the road for the
NCOM Convention, then off to Bikers in the
Beltway. Another chance to learn and visit.

Time to put some miles on those bikes.
Cars are just starting to see us again, be
careful out there.

-

ASSISTANT
STATE
COORDINATOR

JIM ORN
(320) 250-4000

ASSTCOORDINATORRABATEMN.ORG

Well, it was great to see everybody who
could make it to A.B.AT.E. U. It's always fun
getting to know new officers and the
returning officers. Thank you once again
for stepping up and thanks for attending
AB.ATE. U.

Remember, if you're ever bored and
wondering what to do this summer, grab a
Road Noise and check out the calendar of
events. There's always some kind of a
fundraiser or ride going on, and who
knows what you might find going on that

\_

Jane )
\

weekend. And if you're really bored attend
one of the A.B.AT.E. meetings going on:
Ways and Means, Gambling, Rally,
A.B.AT.E. U, Publications. These are just a
few of the different Committees having
meetings going on during the course of the
year.

Once again, thanks to everybody who
stepped up and became an Officer or
Sergeant at Arms for this up-and-coming
year. It's always fun when everybody jumps
in and works together.

Now onto the bragging side of my
Grapevine. | was able to put 1800 miles on
my motorcycle this winter basking in the
sun in Texas, that's all I'm going to say.

Tell next time, -
Jim J

STATE
TREASURER

“MITCH”
MICHELLE BACKLUND

(763) 263-1532
STATETREASURER@ABATEMN.ORG

Nothing new to report.

WAYS & MEANS
REPORT

KRISTY LUHMAN
(952) 412-6064

WAYS-MEANS@RABATEMN.ORG

Nothing new to report.

www.abatemn.org
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Letter to the Editor:

The Minnesota motorcycling
community lost a great friend
recently with the passing of
John Bradshaw, an A.B.AT.E.
of MN member and founding
attorney of the firm Bradshaw
and Bryant.

John did a lot of pro bono
work for A.B.AT.E. (and me
once when he knew | was
being jobbed!). He was a
pitbull when he knew he was
right, which he usually was.
He will be greatly missed.
RIP John.

Mack Backlund

A.B.AT.E. of MN

NCOM LIASON

JANE DOYLE

(612) 910-1572
NCOMLIASON®ABATEMN.ORG

Not much to report right now.
I'm getting ready for the
NCOM Convention.

2025 NCOM Convention,
May 8th - 10th,

IP Casino Resort SPA,
Biloxi MS

— Jane

WRITE TO RIDE

FRANK ERNST
(601) 801-2920

WRITE2RIDERABATEMN.ORG

Write 2 Ride patches and or rockers were distributed to
members of Flatlanders, Lake, Northwest, Northeast, River
Valley, RolLing Prairie, Sand Dunes, Tri-County and Way West
chapters at the April Board meeting. In addition, we had one
Young Rider take part, she wrote to and received a reply from
Representative Paul Anderson, thanks to everyone that took
part.

We have a number of motorcycle related issues pending
legislatively, and we have been notifying chapters using
Zoho as some of these issues come up. Some items currently
pending include SF54, HF964 these bills address sales tax on
older motorcycles. SF2891, HF2956 are bills that would
modify statute 604.12 denying access to motorcyclists. The
bill would allow for recovery of reasonable attorney fees if we
can prove establishments refuse service based on manner of
dress or mode of transportation. Both of these items were
addressed in our talking points while at Bikerday at the
Capitol. We thank the legislators that stepped up and
introduced bills to help correct the problems.

SF2639, HF2494 are bills that address another topic we
shared information about at Bikerday. Mandatory un/under
insured coverage for motorcyclists. What do you think does
government know what the best insurance choices are for
you? It appears that some legislators think they know. Do you
agree?

We will also deal with SF910, HF662 these bills are intended
to strip us of our recently legislated freedom of choice
concerning Lane splitting/filtering. | don't like giving up my
freedom of choice, if they take this one what will they come
for next?

This is just a partial list of bills pending. Is there anything here
you care about? Anything you are willing to get involved for?
If it is important to you, take action, write and let your legis-
lator know how you feel.

Thanks for all you do, thanks for being members. Members
are the most important thing we have to get them we need
to recruit them to keep them we need to treat them right.

— Frank

6 May 2025
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PRODUCTS
REPORT

KARI DUNCAN

(507) 830-0644
PRODUCTS@ABATEMN.ORG

Hello fellow bikers,

Welcome to all the new and
returning officers and thank you to
those who have finished their
duties, for this year.

| hope you enjoyed your time at
A.B.A.T.E. University and learned a
great deal. | know I did.

Hopefully, you were able to get in
on all the new A.B.A.T.E. of
Minnesota swag, or if | did not
have the right size or color, you
placed an order.

Morgan and | are getting ready to
head out on the road, hopefully
some place near you this summer,
and we can deliver any special
orders, if need be, or we will bring
to the next B.O.D. and will give
them to your chapter rep if you are
not there.

Our summer is starting to fill up,
but if you have an event, you
would like us to attend, please
email me as soon as possible to
get on our calendar. Please
remember that as a volunteer in
this position, | fund most of my
travel out of my own pocket, so |
would like to ask for a little help
from the chapters that do request
products at their event. It can be
something as small as gas money
to get to your event, or if you are
having a multiple-day event, a
place for Morgan and me to sleep
and shower. To those chapters that
do give, | thank you.

Until we meet again, stay safe.

— Karr

MOTORCYCLE \
SAFETY TASK FORCE

JON FERNHOLZ
(952) 649-0581

MNMSATFRABATEMN.ORG

Next Meeting(s):
May 15%, Hennepin Technical College,
Eden Prairie, 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm

Our last task force meeting was held on March 20t in Eden
Prairie. The members of the task force were informed by the
Chair that our prior meeting was recorded, but the minutes
were not transcribed. To keep on topic, | will fast forward to
just before the adjournment of the meeting when there was a
discussion held between a member of the task force and the
Chair regarding this topic. In an effort to get the minutes of
our meetings available to us, this member offered to take the
recordings of the meetings and pay someone out of his own
pocket to transcribe the minutes. The Chair did not want the
recordings to go outside of the task force. It is unfortunate that
a solution was presented and not accepted. After all, they are
public meetings, so I'm not sure what the issue would be with
having somebody outside of the task force transcribing them.
Either way, the members will continue not to receive voting
records of previous meetings.

The discussion then turned to the Motorcycle Safety
Program's rider coach shortage. On average, there are eight
new coaches a year that make it into this program and that's
typically how many leave the program every year. Although
they are adding coaches, there are not enough to tip the
scales. There are around 102 coaches currently, yet they could
utilize a total of 120 in the program to meet the current
demand. If you know of anyone interested, please contact me.

We then discussed the lane splitting/filtering Public Service
Awareness (PSA) campaign. At that time, we were informed
that there was no information available regarding any TV or
radio advertisements as the Public Information Officer for the
task force was not in attendance.

There was also a budget discussion, in which | don't currently
have my notes. | apologize as | left them at work today after
writing half of this report the night before. | will have more
info at the April board meeting and in the next Road Noise
report.

On a positive note, there were approximately 100 new
motorcycles purchased over the last two years to update the
Basic Rider Course fleet.

Make your own choices and keep your head on a swivel.

_ —Jon y

www.abatemn.org
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[ STATE OFFICE \
ADMINISTRATOR

SHELLY DEUTSCH

(507) 227-4498
MEMBERSHIPRABATEMN.ORG

Elections are over! Thank Goodness...
I'm not sure what was in the water this
year, but some of y'all made it very
stressful this year.

Do we need to have an A.B.AT.E. -
ABC/1-2-3 class. | had been putting
reminders in the Road Noise since
BEFORE the January B.O.D. about
reminders to look at your membership
cards. You can’t make or take a
nomination if you are expired, you
can't be on the ballot.

Also, a reminder to the Chapter
Presidents that the Nomination Forms
were going to be sent out December
15, so start to look for them. If you
didn’t receive one, let me know
BEFORE your January meeting.

And, the Nomination Forms were to be
returned ASAP after your February
meeting.

There are getting to be more and
more absentee ballots being
requested. So, | need to make out your
Chapter Ballots and then those are
sent out and have to come right back
to go into the Chapter Election
Packet...

EVERYTHING is time sensitive...
So many issues this year...
Keep on Keepin on...

- She/l
\. 7 y,

YOUNG RIDERS
REPORT

HARMONY STURGES

(320) 583-6162

YOUNGRIDERS®ABATEMN.ORG
It's time to get outside! There are dirt bikes,
ATV's, UTV's, bicycles, and motorcycles to be
ridden. Young Riders promote kids to get
outside. Kids of all ages. Not just elementary kids.

| challenge every chapter to take the list of dirt
bike tracks that your chapter rep should have
got at the B.O.D. and get a bunch of kids
together and go. | have spoken to the owners
and managers, and we can use YR funds. If you
have other ideas, | am up to a conversation.

There are so many neat things to see in
Minnesota. Don’t have kids in your household,
but you know a Young Rider? Have them take
the picture of the kiddo outside doing anything
and send it to you!

Do they ride bikes? Go to a lake? Pool? Go to
Belgrade and see the giant black bird. Go to
Darwin and see the world’s largest ball of twine.
Just have the date on the picture, whether the
Young Rider is holding it up, or its time stamped
on the picture. Let's get these kids more
involved with the program. It's up to us to get
them involved!

— Har’ma//ty

CURRENT PROUD
SUPPORTERS OF A.B.A.T.E.
YOUNG RIDERS

JaneDoyle ................ June 2023 - May 2025
JonFernholz ......... June 2023 - November, 2025
Jim & KristieOrn ........... June 2023 - May, 2025
Alex & Kelly Erickson ........ June 2023 - May 2025
Vicki & frank Ernst .......... June 2023 - May, 2026
Tri-County chapter

ABATE.of MN ......... June 2023 - May 2027

Lake chapter A.B.AT.E. of MN Jan . 2024 - Dec. 2025
Rolling Prairie chapter

ABATE. of MN........... June 2024-May 2025
East Central chapter

ABATE. of MN ........ June 2024- May 2025
Bob & Toni McChesney ... August 2023-July 2025
Jim & Kelly Pierson ... December 2024-May 2032

8 May 2025
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MRF REPORT

RoB BENJAMIN
MRF STATE REPRESENTATIVE

(952) 681-0592
MRFREP®RABATEMN.ORG

Do you like working on your motorcycle? Would
you like to keep the choice to bring your
motorcycle to the shop of your choice? Should
you have access to tools, technology and
information required to maintain, service and
modify your motorcycle? If you said yes, please
contact your member of the House of
Representatives and ask them to cosponsor
H.R.1566, the “Right to Equitable and
Professional Auto Industry Repair Act”, known as
the “"REPAIR Act." The REPAIR Act ensures that
vehicle owners or repair shops can access the
information, software or tools needed to work
on vehicles. This proposed common-sense law
establishes rules regarding vehicle data access
and will help preserve consumer choice and

a fair marketplace. Please contact your member
of the House of Representatives and ask them
to cosponsor H.R.1566.

~Shadow

Makes Our World Go Around,” MRF Executive
Director Ryan Hubbard'’s “Principles of Leader-
ship” presentation and an update on legislative
action from the member states. As always, there
were breakout sessions that allowed riders to
learn more about issues they care about.

The seven states in Heartland STEAM form a

key part of the national motorcyclist rights
movement. Many MRF members come from
these states, which send a diverse set of
lawmakers to Washington D.C. The STEAM states
include red states, blue states and purple states.
Forty-two (42) members of the U.S. House of
Representatives and fourteen (14) U.S. Senators
hail from the Heartland STEAM area. This unique
political makeup helps drive our motorcyclist
agenda in D.C.

A huge thank you to A.B.AT.E. of lowa for
hosting a fantastic event and for all those who
presented and participated. Attendees left
reenergized and enthusiastic about the work
ahead, proud of a renewed bond with fellow
riders. We can’t wait for the 36th edition of
Heartland STEAM next year in Minnesota!

As always, Ride Safe and Ride Free.

Heartland
STEAM

Last weekend, A.B.AT.E.
of lowa hosted the 35t
Annual Heartland STEAM
event in Bettendorf, IA.
Riders from lllinois, lowa,
Minnesota, Nebraska,
North Dakota, South
Dakota, and Wisconsin
gathered to share
information about how
the Motorcycle Riders
Foundation (MRF) and
state motorcyclist rights
organizations are tackling
issues facing the
motorcycling community.

A diverse set of
presentations occurred
over the two-day seminar.
Some of the highlights
included MRF President
Kirk “Hardtail” Willard's
speech, “Wheels, What

www.abatemn.org
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BuUuDDY
BEAR
CORNER

SHARON POLMAN

(218) 507-5163
BUDDYBEAR®ABATEMN.ORG

Delivery Infomation

Buddy Bears have all been
delivered. Please count your bears
when you get them to be sure you
received the number of bears
ordered. Remember to report the
number of bears you received, for
state inventory.

Receipt Forms

At the time of delivery, you will
also be provided with "Buddy
Bear Receipt Forms." It is crucial
to keep these forms with your
bears, as they will be necessary
when you deliver the bears to
their final destinations. These
can be emailed to
gamblingmanager@abatemn.org
and buddybear@abatemn.org.

Keep your original receipt for
confirmation of delivery, if needed
at a later date for confirmation of a
delivery.

Instructions and Reporting

In addition to the receipt forms,
detailed instructions on how to
report a delivery and handle the
forms will be given. Please take the
time to review these instructions
carefully to ensure a smooth and
successful delivery process.

— Mamag Begr

Sharon Polman

EDUCATION

JON FERNHOLZ
(952) 649-0581

EDUCATION@ABATEMN.ORG

Next Meeting(s):
May 13, via Zoom, 6:00 pm

Hello all! It has been crazy busy with the Young Riders
Scholarship program, and my prediction that we would be out
of funds by the time you read my April Road Noise report was
accurate. A.B.AT.E. of Minnesota registered and paid for the
last student on March 26 for the 2025 rider training season.
We spent approximately $24,000.00 on 91 youth to take the
Basic Rider Course this year! Currently this scholarship
program can only be funded through our state gambling
account. | want to take a moment to thank all the funding
sources that were dedicated to this program from the close
of the 2024 scholarship year through the close of the 2025
scholarship year, and they are as follows.

e State Gambling Funds (Gambling Committee)

¢ Heart of the Lakes Chapter (Gambling Funds)

* Northeast Chapter (Gambling Funds)

¢ Flatlanders Chapter (Gambling Funds)

e Glacial Ridge Chapter (Gambling Funds)

¢ Lake Chapter (Gambling Funds)
Any further donations will be rolled into the budget for the
2026 rider training season. | would like to give you a brief
overview of what we have accomplished since we began
giving scholarships away back in 2023. Keep in mind that 91
of these youth have yet to take their training course this year.
But including those, A.B.AT.E. of Minnesota has registered and
paid for 246 youth to take rider training at a cost of $62,874
since the beginning of 2023. That is mind boggling!

Education has only received a request from one out of our four
districts for District Rider Training (DRT) funds for this riding
season. The funds | am referring to are $600.00 per district
pending budget approval at the April Board of Directors
(BOD) meeting. Scheduling contracted rider training courses
takes some advance preparation, so consider getting it started
now. If you and your district are looking to use these funds to
reimburse individual courses, please consider getting on it as
soon as possible. These courses are filling up at a fast rate.
Educate, do not legislate! Catch you next time.

") et us tenderly and k/m// cherish, therefore, the means of
bww/ea@e. Letus dare to r‘ea/ {;Am,k Speak, gpw/ write.”

— Jon

“John Adam:s

10 May 2025
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HISTORIAN

GAIDA TROUT

(320) 291-6975
HISTORIAN@ABATEMN.ORG

May is Motorcycle Awareness Month! | Would
like to share some of the Quick Tips from MSF,
Motorcycle Safety Foundation, printed in April
of 2005.

* There are a lot more cars and trucks than
motorcycles on the road, and some drivers
do not 'recognize' a motorcycle; they
ignore it (usually unintentionally). Look for
motorcycles, especially when checking
traffic at an intersection.

® Because of its small size, a motorcycle may
look farther away than it is. It may also be
difficult to judge a motorcycle's speed.
When checking traffic to turn at an
intersection or into (or out of) a driveway,
predict a motorcycle is closer than it looks.

* Because of its small size, a motorcycle can
be easily hidden in a car's blind spots
(door/ roof pillars) or masked by objects or
backgrounds outside a car (bushes, fences,
bridges, etc.). Take an extra moment to
thoroughly check traffic, whether you are
changing lanes or turning at intersections.

® Because of its small size, a motorcycle may
seem to be moving faster than it really is.
Do not assume all motorcyclists are speed
demons.

* Motorcyclists often adjust position within
a lane to be seen more easily and to
minimize the effects of road debris,
passing vehicles and wind. Understand
that motorcyclists adjust lane position for a
purpose, not to be reckless or show off or
to allow you to share the lane with them.

* Maneuverability is one of a motorcycle's
better characteristics, especially at slower
speeds and with good road conditions, but
do not expect a motorcyclist to always be
able to dodge out of the way.

e Stopping distance for motorcycles is nearly
the same for cars, but slippery pavement
makes stopping quickly difficult. Allow
more following distance behind a
motorcycle because it cannot always stop
"on a dime".

* When a motorcycle is in motion, do not
think of it as a motorcycle; think of it as a
person.

While | realize everyone reading this already
knows these tips, not everyone you know or
come across do. | often come across people
who do not understand what it is like to be on a
bike; both the freedom and joy it brings or the
vulnerability. In talking with different people,
not in the motorcycle family, they are often
surprised by some of the facts | share. | do my
best to educate as many people as | can, in the
hope that they will also educate other people
as well. After all, that is what we are all about.

Be safe, have fun, and most importantly, as

an American Biker, help others to be Aware of
us, Train or continue your training and Educate
whenever and wherever possible.

— Gaida Gator Trout

MARKETING
DIRECTOR

HARMONY STURGES
(320) 583-6162
MARKETING@RABATEMN.ORG

It is almost time to get out of hibernation! You
will already have seen me by the time you get
this, at A.B.AT.E. U. You have tools to go out
and recruit new members. Have you found
anywhere to set up a booth to talk to people
and get more members? Chapter meetings are
coming up and, on your agenda, put parades,
fairs, expos, vendor booths, and even try to get
in on cruise-in’s.

When people see us ride, do you have
anything in your vests/saddle bags to hand
out?

Ride Safel

— Harmolnﬂ

DIAL-A-RIDE

KYLA BAKER
(218) 407-4005

KYLAB1998@GMAIL.COM

Nothing new to report.

www.abatemn.org
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MEMBERSHIP
& RETENTION

APRIL MURCH

(612) 741-0279
MEMBERSHIPRABATEMN.ORG

Did you come to the Membership 2025 Kickoff
Party? If so, you have your swag bag and you
are ready to go. If you missed it your Chapter
has one to share with all the swag. If you run
out, reach out to restock your swag. Keep in
touch and let me know how it is going. Do you
have any ideas? | want to hear them.

May is Motorcycle Awareness Month. With the
start of the riding season now is a great time to
grab a friend, go for a ride, and start
distributing your QR code stickers and “We
Were Here Cards.”

With Membership 2025 off to a roaring start
now is a great time to talk about attracting new
members, getting more exposure for your
Chapter, and A.B.AT.E.
Meeting Locations:

® Bars/Restaurants/Wineries/Breweries

e Parks or other outdoor areas

e Libraries/Community Centers

e Coffee Shop

* Motorcycle Shop
Gift/Donate a Membership
Regular or Young Riders:

* Wedding * Holiday

AOB.A.T.E.
UNIVERSITY

STEPHANIE
CHRISTENSEN
(763) 443-4732

ABATEU®RABATEMN.ORG

Nothing new to report.

GAMBLING
REPORT

DAN MATZDORFF
GAMBLING@ABATEMN.ORG

Nothing new to report.

e Birthday e Fundraisers
¢ Graduation e Charity Events
® Auctions

Member Feature of the Month:

Feature members on your Facebook with a
small bio of why they joined A.B.AT.E., what
they like best about being a part of A.B.AT.E., or
what roles they hold.

Advertise:

e Join your local chamber

* Fishbowl| drawing at a local bar/restaurant/
store, motorcycle shops/repair shops

e Drop off Dial-A-Ride information to your
local Police Dept./Sheriff's Office/Fire Dept.

e Adopt A Highway

e Contact your local newspaper/radio when
you do a Buddy Bear drop off, or for an article

¢ Contact your city, school, or county and
check on events to set up a membership
table at a fair, charity walk, or craft event or
participate in the event

Until Next Month Friends .. Together We Are

Stronger! )
- Apri/

PUBLICATIONS
COMMITTEE

TAMMY WINKELS

(320) 252-7353
PUBLICATIONS®
ABATEMN.ORG

Next Meeting(s):
May 10", Zoom Meeting 10:00am
June 8", Deb’s Place, Isanti, 1:00pm

Summer is on the way; calendars are filling up
fast and with that in mind keep an eye on the
Calendar of Events and Grapevine Reports for
information and help support each Chapter
and our organization.

The Publication Committee needs more
proofers to help proofread all articles before
printing. If you are interested contact me or
anyone on the committee. More help equals
less work for all involved in the whole process
of getting this newsletter out.

Remember our featured articles to give a shout
out for Veteran, Member, Motorcycles and
Businesses. Take a picture and get some
information and send to
roadnoise@abatemn.org.

_EW

12 May 2025
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STATE RALLY
REPORT

DouG COHEN
(605) 321-9613
RALLYRABATEMN.ORG

Next Meeting(s)

May 31+, Eagles Club, Litchfield, 12:00 pm

July 18%, B.O.D. Location, 8:00 pm

August 24", Litchfield Fairground, Litchfield, 1:00 pm

A huge thank you to Harmony for stepping up to be our Rally Advertising Chair!!

Rally planning is in full swing, see important details below for what is new at State Rally 2025:

e Advanced Rally Tickets: your chapter may be selling them or ordering at the online store at
abatemn.org. Online advanced tickets will be kept at will call (registration) for you.

* Volunteer Shifts: contact Ingrid Cohen at (763) 516-7029 to sign up and find out what spots are available.

e Rally Flyer & Sponsor Forms: your chapter has copies, or you can download it at abatemn.org from the
Links/Resources tab under 2025 A.B.AT.E. State Rally. Please help us get sponsors and hang up flyers!

* Registration: a new registration form is coming and will make the registration process run faster and
smarter!

e Chapter Decoration Contest: talk with your chapter about how to decorate your campsite, you can pick
your own theme. Non-chapter judges will vote, and the winning chapter receives a traveling trophy!

e Chapter Social Hours: talk with your chapter about hosting a chapter social hour at your
campsite. You pick the times and the details. You could have games and donate your proceeds to A.B.AT.E.!

* Bike Wash Hours: will be Friday 4:00 pm - 6:00 pm and Saturday 11:00 am - 1:00 pm.

* Memorial Program: A complete list of our fallen will be shared at the Bike Blessing-Memorial Ride. If you
have names to share, please contact Gaida Trout (320) 291-6975.

e Rally Yearbook: talk with your chapter about who to nominate for your “most likely to” category that was
received at A.B.AT.E. U. Submit your chapter nomination at the July B.O.D. or contact Gaida Trout at (320)
291-6975. At the Rally, rallygoers can pick up a Rally yearbook at registration and go get signatures from the
"most likely to" for each category. If you get all the names signed, turn in your yearbook at registration by
Saturday 4:00 pm to be entered into a drawing to receive a trophy.

e Swap Meet: we will hold a swap meet on Saturday from 10:00 am - 5:00 pm. If you would like to be a swap
meet vendor email Deb Kviz at: debkviz@outlook.com.

* Pageant: talk with your chapter about who to nominate for the Rally king and queen, turn in your
nominations by August 15 to Deb Kviz at debkviz@outlook.com.

If you would like to be involved in the Rally meetings, but cannot attend, contact Ingrid Cohen at 763-516-7029
to have you added to the Rally group chat on Facebook Messenger. An audio call is placed to the group chat

5 minutes before the meeting starts. See meeting times at the top of this article. All VPs are required to attend
(in person or by messenger) or provide a replacement.

We are looking for the following business vendors for the Rally, please email Deb Kviz at debkviz@outlook.com
Tattoo Vendor, Motorcycle Dealership Vendor, and Leather Sales.

We are excited to have Rallygoers visit the different chapters during these new Rally events, and to grow your
A.B.AT.E. family. A lot of these new ideas came from YOUR suggestions, so keep them coming and email them
to rally@abatemn.org.

| cannot wait for this year's Rally; it will be here before you know it and it is going to be a lot of fun!!

— Dougre

Rally Chair

A.B.A.T.E. of Minnesota Legislative Team — No Report
www.abatemn.org ROAD NOISE 13




MEMBER OF THE MONTH

Rick Lewis

Rick Lewis first belonged to the Lake Chapter of A.B.A.T.E.

of South Dakota. He realized that we needed the organization
in Minnesota too, so he decided to try and start an A.B.A.T.E.
of Minnesota. His wife, Carol, and some friends agreed to help.
They put out fliers, calling for an organizational meeting. In
October of 1986, they started the Southwest Chapter, the first
A.B.A.T.E. of MN Chapter, and Rick was member number 15.

Rick has served as the Southwest Chapter and State Coordinator in
1987 and 1988. He was also a trustee and the first State Historian.

"1 got involved because in 1966, the Feds passed a law to withhold

highway funds from the states if they did not pass mandatory

motorcycle helmet laws. The states were black mailed into requiring helmets. That pissed me off and
at age 15, I became a Libertarian. I guess I have a rebellious streak.”

His favorite part about being a member of A.B.A.T.E. of MN is meeting bikers and watching the
organization grow. "That growth is due to the inventive, hard working members.” Rick is and has
only been a Southwest Chapter member. In 1991, he relocated to Sprigfield, MO.

"Last year, 1 got in contact with Gaida, the current Historian. I had lots of history items and
documents from the late 1980's. She agreed to review those items and is using them in her job as
Historian. I want to thank Gaida and Stephanie for getting me involved again.”

To Rick Lewis, WE THANK YOU'!

14 May 2025 A.B.A.T.E. of Minnesota Inc.



Stearns County man to try to break
Harley Davidson motorcycle world record

Rider on a mission to raise awareness for human
trafficking: ‘It's the largest crime in America.’

A Stearns County man is on a mission to break a world
record in continuous motorcycle riding and raise money
and awareness for sex trafficking. He has convinced others
to help him along the way. Viking Land Harley-Davidson in
Sauk Rapids will support Scott Gottschalk during his
upcoming “No Boundaries Tour." The multi-state tour
attempts to break world records. A Harley enthusiast,
Gottschalk plans to start his 120,000-mile journey on May
25 and complete it in mid-September. Gottschalk, who lives
in Kimball, has logged several 1,000-mile rides within 24
hours and is a member of the Iron Butt Association, which is
dedicated to safe long-distance motorcycle riding and

counts more than 84,000 members.

While there will be a support team in several stops,
Gottschalk aims to have Harley-Davidson dealers
nearby his arrival spots every fifth day for any
services. He will ride on his own, although fellow
riders are welcome to follow. The journey will be
tracked by satellite.

Raising awareness for sex trafficking
Gottschalk is raising awareness for prevention of
human trafficking. He was inspired by the 2023
Angel Studios film, "Sound of Freedom," about
a U.S. government agent who attempts to rescue
children from sex traffickers. Gottschalk said that
he and his wife have invested about $80,000
from their own pocket and all money raised from
the ride goes toward the fight against human
trafficking. The fundraising goal is $1.2 million.

Here is the link for those who wish to purchase
the newly released book, available in three formats
(e-Book $3.99, Paperback $14.99, or Hard Cover
$24.99). 100% of the book sale proceeds will go
towards our No Boundaries Tour World Record
Motorcycle Charity Ride. Gain more awareness
of the Fight Against Human Trafficking, while
enjoying several interesting motorcycling short
stories filled with intrigue and splendor.
Amazon.com: No Boundaries Tour:

The Fight Against Human Trafficking

— Contributed

CLASSIFIED ADS

FOR SALE:
Motorcycle
Pulling Sled
$3000

or bo.
Contact

Tim at
320-515-0380 aprmayjune

FOR SALE:

Sportster XL1200C,
detachable windshield,
saddle bags, and a T-Bag. just
under 29,000 miles, Good
tires. Ready to ride. $3,599
located So. Minn.
507.848.4800 aprmayjune

FOR SALE: 2014 Harley Electra glide ultra limited

heated hand grips $12500 open to reasonable offers
located in Madison, MN Joe Ruby
605-949-1366

mayjunejuly

FOR SALE: 2005 Harley deluxe
champion trike kit 12000 miles
$15000 open to reasonable offers
located in Madison, MN Joe Ruby
605-949-1366 call or text

mayjunejuly

The Classified Section is open to all members
of A.B.AT.E. of MN.The ads are free of
charge and run for a three month period.
Photos are acceptable as room permits. No business ads will be accepte

Send Your Classified Ads to: roadnoise@abatemn.org
or mail to Road Noise, 16550 226t Ave NW, Elk River, MN 55330

www.abatemn.org
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BIKE OF THE MONTH

Harley Davidson 2013 CVO Stock

Dual Exhaust
and some engine
improvements.

Pictured with
Edgar Burke

is his passenger
'Kin.

WCCA

Wrright County
Community Action

Located at 411 Elm Ave.,
Waverly, just off of Hwy 12

Do you like thrift store shopping? Do you like helping the community?
Then the WCCA Thrift Store is your one stop shop! They are a non profit organization, and all
monies from purchases goes towards providing the WCCA Food Shelf. They carry household
items, clothing, books, dvd's, small furniture items, linens, sports team clothing and items and
more! Get a bargin and help the community at the same time!

Open Monday through Friday!

16 May 2025 A.B.A.T.E. of Minnesota Inc.



Chad Marchand, Director
(320) 342-3271 e northeastdir@abatemn.org

Spring is here. At the time of writing this, the roads are clear and great for riding. Here's hoping winter
doesn't show its face until well after Halloween. This is the last Grapevine | will be writing to you all as the
Northeast District Director. | feel | had some great successes and an overall positive influence in this role.

| also feel | fell short of what you all expected of me and of my own expectations on myself. Thank you all
for allowing me the honor to serve you in such an important role. | have faith that Pedro will excel where

| fell short and help guide us all into the future. Now that another A.B.AT.E. U is behind us, you will be
seeing your new chapter officers learning their roles in real time. If you can help them, please help them.
When your chapter succeeds, you succeed. When chapters work together, A.B.AT.E. of Minnesota
succeeds. Once again, thank you all for everything you do. | hope to see you all out there soon. Ride safe.

— Chad

NORTHEAST

Next Meeting(s):

May 7, the Gopher Bar and Grill, West Duluth,
6:30 pm

June 4%, the Gopher Bar and Grill, West Duluth,
6:30 pm

Hello all,

Our 36 annual fundraiser, The Bunwarmer,
was a success. We had very good attendance,
good music, and everyone had a great time.
Thank you to everyone who helped set up
and to the many people who donated their
time and the many quality auction items we
had to offer. We appreciate the support from
everyone who came, some from several hours
away. Without your support we wouldn’t be
able to continue.

By this time A.B.AT.E. U will have come and
gone, it's always a good time. We look
forward to seeing everyone from around the
state as well as hearing what the upcoming
year holds for the organization. We're
especially interested in the new Young Riders
program and see great potential for future if
everyone pitches in to do their partin
promoting it.

That's about it, the bike will be out by the
time you read this and none too soon.

— Ride Safe! Ed

EAST CENTRAL

Next Meeting(s):
May 4th, American Legion, St. Francis, 10:30 am (NOTE: New Time)
June 1%, American Legion, St Francis, 10:30 am

Upcoming Event(s):
May 19t-20t, Bikers Inside the Beltway, Washington DC
May 25t, Metromorial, Route 47, Fridley

Hey All!

| want to start with announcing our new monthly meeting start
time. We'll be starting at 10:30 am, starting with our May 4t
meeting. We have a lot of respect for our hosts at the Legion
and this small compromise helps them out quite a bit.

Happy Motorcycle Awareness month! East Central is proud that
our Young Rider, Gavin Christensen, had a fundraiser that was
able to finance a billboard on Highway 169 in Princeton with
our firebrand "Start Seeing Motorcycles." Let's get the word out
folks! It's our job and our loved ones are counting on us.

There's a new law going into effect soon that is already being
used and abused. Make sure your friends and relatives know
about this and please be one of the people who use it properly.

If we can find an instructor, we will be having a Road Guard class
on May 17t at Pine Technical College.

The Chapter has decided that our annual ride to Tower, MN will
be on September 13t%-14t% and will be called the 1t annual Kelly
Pierson memorial Buddy Bear Run. Well, after that, | have to
close...l am deeply touched!

Teach Your Kids to Ride!
Until next time...Shiny side up. — President Jim

www.abatemn.org
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METRO

Next Meeting(s):
May 13, VFW,

Coon Rapids, 7:00pm
June 10t, VFW,

Coon Rapids, 7:00pm

Upcoming Event(s):
May 5%, Taco Night,
Casa Rio, Anoka
May 13, Metro Bike Night,
VFW, Coon Rapids, 5-7pm
May 18, Metro Brunch,
Route 47, Fridley
May 25%, Metromorial,
Route 47, Fridley
June 29, Taco Night,
Casa Rio, Anoka
June 10, Metro Bike
Night, VFW, Coon Rapids
June 15%, Metro Brunch,

Route 47, Fridley

Happy Spring my fellow riders! Big changes and big
things are happening with Metro chapter. Allow me to
introduce myself. My name is Shannon and | cannot
wait to see what we can accomplish this year.

On March 11t we held our annual officer elections.
After many years of leading our chapter we said
farewell to our President, Nick Capra. Metro chapter
thanks Nick for his years of leadership. Our elections
saw multiple changes this year. Jameson Lemke was
voted in as President. Brian “Benny” Ladoux was voted
to take on the role of Vice President. Joe “JJ” Jones has
retained his position as treasurer. Shannon Bros will be
fulfilling dual roles as the chapter has voted her for
both Secretary and Chapter Rep positions. Rounding
out the elections, we have Eric Bout-It as our Master Sgt
at Arms and Marcia Capra, Samantha Godfrey, Tammi
Robison, Brian “Benny” Ladoux, and Rob Benjamin
filling our chapter Sgt at Arms positions.
Congratulations to all the newly elected officers

and we cannot wait to see the positive impact each
and every one of you brings to the chapter.

March 15% was our Second Annual St. Patty’s Day Warm
Up Party (see photos on the next page). The event was
a huge success for our chapter and we were super
excited to bring it back this year. Rogue Royal really
brought the party with their live music and kept the
dance floor full all night. The bake sale table sold out
completely, thanks to the talented baker that donated
all the cookies and sourdough. The silent auction was a
huge success, with something for everyone. We had
everything from wine baskets to motorcycle gear to

concert tickets. The overwhelming support from
members and local business to make the auction a
success does not go unappreciated. The photo booth
was the perfect opportunity to make a memory to take
home with you. And we cannot forget the free beer and
food. A huge thank you to our venue host Route 47 for
keeping everyone fed and hydrated. If you missed this
event, be sure to put it on your radar for next year. This
is a party you don’t want to miss!

Metro chapter hosted an A.B.AT.E. and Dial-A-Ride
booth at the Donnie Smith Bike Show. A huge thank you
to the volunteers who showed up to help let everyone
know what A.B.AT.E. is about. We even signed up 12
new members. Let’s be sure to welcome those new
members with the hospitality we are known for.

If you went to Donnie Smith this year then you heard
Southern Express take the stage. Phil and his
bandmates always rock the house and this is why you
should put our Metromorial event on your calendar
now! On Sunday, May 25 we are hosting our annual
Metromorial at Route 47 in Fridley. Southern Express
will once again be playing our event and | for one

am beyond excited. Vendors, food, games, music,
motorcycles. It's going to be a blast! Tickets are coming
soon!

— Shannon

UP NORTH
No Report Received
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SAND DUNES

Next Meeting(s):

May 11, The Buff, Big Lake, 5:00 pm
June 8™, The Buff, Big Lake, 5:00 pm
July 13, The Buff, Big Lake, 5:00 pm

Upcoming Event(s):
May 17t, Chapter Ride

Greetings all!

There has been some decent riding weather so far.

| hope you have been able to get out on the road.
Remember, it's early in the season so many drivers
are not necessarily looking for bikers - be alert!
Actually, you should always be alert and be aware
of your surroundings. That goes for spring road
conditions as well.

A.B.AT.E. U will be in the books by the time you
read this and | hope you were able to attend.
Because | am writing this before the event, |
anticipate that one important topic of discussion
will be legislation regarding Lane Splitting/
Filtering. There has been confusion over the issue,
largely due to inaccurate information from social
media, the press, radio, and TV. Consequently,

an Omnibus Senate Transportation bill has an
amendment delaying the start of lane

splitting until January 1, 2026. Now that it is May,
and assuming a decision has not been made on
this issue yet, it is important to reach out to your
State Senator and State Representative. The
A.B.AT.E. of Minnesota Legislative Team opposes
this amendment and the delay in allowing this
freedom of choice for motorcyclists.

Sand Dunes will have a chapter ride on May 17%.
As of now the time and place is to be determined.
Aside from that, as a chapter, our focus will be on
membership, which is probably a focus for many
chapters. We look forward to working with
marketing and membership to explore ideas

on increasing membership.

That's all for now. Be well, ride safe and peace out!

— Michael Olkives

JACK PINE RIDERS

Next Meeting(s):

May 18, Marge's, Brook Park, 1:00 pm

June 15%, Squirrel Cage, Willow River, 1:00 pm

July 20t, Cricket Bar, Rock Creek, 1:00 pm

August 17, Nickerson Tavern, Nickerson, 1:00 pm

September 21, Outback Saloon & Grill,
Stanchfield, 1:00 pm

October 19, Endzone Bar & Grill, Rutledge, 1:00 pm

November 16, Lakeside Pub (Formerly, The Floppy
Crappie), Pine City, 1:00 pm

December 21%, Buffalo Tracks, Banning Junction,
1:00 pm

Upcoming Event(s):

June 19t - 22nd A B AT.E. of Wisconsin Summer
Hummer, Greenwood, Wisconsin

July 2 - 5t A.B.AT.E. of lowa Freedom Rally,
Algona, lowa

July 11t -12%, Jack Pine Riders 19" Annual Upper
Kettle River Shakedown, Finlayson

August 1511, 85" Annual Sturgis Rally, Sturgis,
South Dakota

The next roadside cleanup will be May 18, 11:00
am sharp. Chapter meeting to follow the highway
clean up. The last cleanup had a great turn out.
Thank you to all who helped out with this
worthwhile endeavor. By now the winners of the
A.B.AT.E. U raffle have been announced. Hope you
were one of the lucky ones.

May is Motorcycle Safety Awareness Month. With
warmer weather, it's time to remind everyone to
be on the alert and to share the road with
motorcyclists. Riders who have been cooped up all
winter are excited to be out on the road again, but
that shouldn't stop them from using caution.

Check this issue of Road Noise for 19* annual
Upper Kettle River Shakedown poster. Posters and
advance tickets are available. Now is a good time to
get your sponsorship in.

Keep in mind, you do not need to be a Jack Pine
Riders member to attend any J.P.R. event. Members
are encouraged to attend. And better yet, members
are encouraged to bring a friend. Non-members are
encouraged to stop by and see what we are all
about.

For more events, check the Road Noise calendar of
events. Also be sure to check your sister chapter
grapevines for more events. For updated chapter
events and information, check out the Jack Pine
Riders Facebook page.

— Respectfully, The Grapevine jesus
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CENTRAL

Next Meeting(s):

May 4t, Trobec's, St. Stephen,
12:00 pm

June 1%, Hideaway, Rockuville,
12:00 pm

July 13%, O'Brian’s, Rice,
12:00 pm

Upcoming event(s):

May 31%t- 24, Annual Ride
for Terebinth, Sal’s Bar, St.
Joseph
Registration starts at 9:30 am,
KSU at 11:30 am. Stops
include: Pooch’s Corner Pub,
Freeport, The Watering Hole,
Elm Dale. Ending at Sal’s
where there will be burger
basket specials and an auction.

A special thank you to St.
Martin Bar and Grill, for
hosting our April meeting!

We have been working hard to
get some great things for the
auction. Come on out and have
a great time with us and support
this amazing cause!

We had a Dial-A-Ride trailer
decked out for the St. Patrick's
Day Parade in Marty, put on by
Pearl Lake Lodge. It was a cold
day, but still a fun day! The snow
didn’t stop us! Even some of our
youngest members participated.
Can't wait till next year.

Later that day a few of our
members joined Metro
Chapters St. Patrick's Day Party.
Always a fun group to hang out
with. They had a great turn out
and some awesome auction
items. Great job Metro!

— Until next month
Ling and Cowboy

Central
St.
Patrick’s

Day
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Edgar Burke, Director
(218) 849-5021 e northwestdir@abatemn.org

Howdy Folks!

MAY IS MOTORCYCLE AWARENESS MONTH!!!!
See and Be Seenl!! It's not just awareness for other folks. It's a new riding season. Take a moment and sign
up for a Rider Training course. Awareness is being aware of how your machine handles at different levels
and different situations. | try to take a training course EVERY year. As we get up in age the reflexes slow
down. EVERY year that | take a training course | learn something! Awareness can also be used to help
make others aware of A.B.AT.E. Carry a trifold or two. Meet new people and see if you can sign them up.

WE ALL KNOW what an awesome organization this is.

A.B.AT.E. U. has passed. | know each year is an awesome time to learn. NOW on to Summer and an
awesome riding time. Be Safe out there. One life lost is too many! Make the new folks feel welcome!

SEE YOU ON THE ROAD!!!

TAKE CARE and RIDE FREE E&\/ydlﬁ

BORDERLAND

Next Meeting(s):
May 3", Skippy Finns’, Badger, 4:00 pm
June 8™, The Hobbo, Newfolden, 3:00 pm

Upcoming Event(s):
Borderland'’s 25" Annual Membership Drive and
Fundraiser, Skippy's, Badger, 5:00 pm

Hello Borderland!

Time can slow down now that spring is here...
Have a great riding season and watch those
wheels that are still rotating at a stop light or stop
sign. We did have to change our membership
drive back to Skippy's, only because there was an
earlier booking when Dawn and Tim first bought
that business a year ago. Thanks Tim and Dawn
because our June ride in meeting will be at the
Hobbo. | wish | could be there, but | will be at my
best friend's wedding in Faribault. Robbie and |
are the only Borderland charter members left and
he has remained with our chapter for a long time.

His fiancée, Barb is so wonderful and pray for that
kidney.... The same for our Prez, Sully!

So, it will be the same great membership drive as
always. Bring those silent auctions, the food is
covered, just bring yourself and a friend and join
our chapter. If you want to preserve our
motorcycle rights in Minnesota. and if for no other
reason we will convince you to vote out Tim Walz.
The ‘26 midterms will be here before you know it
so, be vigilant!

When you come to our membership drive, pay
your dues asap just to take some pressure of our
sec-treasurer.

Now we want to thank Prez, Pat (Sully) Sullivan for
his work on the Passport Run for our chapter. He
got this going and for the first year and has done a
great job. We also want to thank Amy for her great
work on rider education. Stay healthy and ride
safe!

— twistin da wick, tim
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FREEDOM FIRST RIDERS

Next Meeting(s):
May 10, VFW Post 936, Alexandria, 6:00 pm

Upcoming Event(s):
May 3, Ditch clean up, County Road 73, 10:00 am

Greetings FFR,

Thank you to everyone that was able to attend
A.B.AT.E. University held at the Holiday Inn in
Alexandria again this year. | hope the new officers
enjoyed the training provided for them. Also, want
to give a big thanks to everyone that is involved in
this great event and all the work that goes into
making it happen.

Ditch pickup is scheduled for May 3, 10am,
County RD 73.The event is on the Facebook page
and will be again a collaborating event with the
Eagles 3063.

Riding season is definitely upon us now and |
know I've seen some earlier posts of people
getting some miles on with the warming
temperatures. Be safe, check your tire pressure,
and have fun this summer. Hopefully, we can ride
together again on a Sunday-Funday ride if some-
one wants to set one up!

“Expect the Mnexﬁecﬁea/ "

— Big Papa

NORTH STAR

Next Meeting(s):
May 17, Woodshed, Laporte, 3:00 pm Officers,
4:00 pm full membership meeting

Upcoming Event(s):

May 17%, Ditch clean up, Hwy 71 south of
Bemidji, 1:00 pm

June 7t, Meet and Greet Memorial ride, time
and place TBD

New officers elected:

President ..... Dan Chandler
Vice president ... .Kyla Baker
Treasurer ....Sharon Polman
Secretary ...... Matt Peoples

ChapterRep ..... Tony Coller

Sargent at arms Jennifer Gardner,
Jason Lindsey, Patches Gehrke,
Leneaya Polman, John Coller,
Ryan Lindsey

— Sharon Polman

NORTHWEST
No Report Received

HEART OF THE LAKES
No Report Received
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Mike Burgess, Director
(507) 327-0566 e southeastdir@abatemn.org

No Report Received.

SOUTHEAST LC

Next Meeting(s):

May 18, VFW, Rochester, 11:30 am
June 15%, VFW, Rochester, 11:30 am
July 20*, VFW, Rochester, 11:30 am
August 17, VFW, Rochester, 11:30 am

Upcoming Events:

May 3, River Valley’'s Freedom Awareness
Parade in Mankato

May 4, The Blessing of the Bikes,
Owatonna Fairgrounds — see flyer for
more information

May 13, First Bike Night of the season,
Tilly's, Oronoco, 5:00 - 9:00 pm

May 25%, Staight River invites all riders to
rider
with them in the Owatonna Memorial Day
Parade
June 10, Bike Night, Tilly’s, Oronoco,
5:00 pm - 9:00 pm

Happy May Everyone:

Finally riding season is upon us. It seems like
forever ago that we had to put the bikes away for
the winter. Make sure you are doing those
maintenance checks on those bikes before you
take off with them: tires checked, battery checked,
oil and fluids changed. We don't want anyone
breaking down or crashing due to poor
maintenance.

By the time you read this, our Winters Done Run
will have come and gone. Hopefully we will have
good weather, and a lot of riders will come out to
join us. As | mentioned before, we will ride rain or
shine, and all types of vehicles will be welcomed.

Elections were held in our Chapter and new

Meet our officers; Back Row left to right: Vice President Rick Panek,
SGT at Arms: Kim Zwart, President: Seth Hall. Front Row left to right:
SGT at Arms Gary Zwart, Secretary & Chapter Rep: Terry Panek,
Treasurer: Tom Small, SGT at Arms: James "Tiny" Vandemark.

officers (pictured above) are as follows: President:
Seth Hall, Vice President: Rick Panek, Treasurer:
Tom Small, Secretary: Terry Panek, Chapter rep:
Terry Panek. State officers were all voted back in
with the exception of the Southeast District
Director, and that is Virgil Legried. Congratulations
to all the new officers and welcome back to the
returning officers.

The last two Chapter meetings we have had were
really good turnouts. Let's keep that going. We'd
love to see you as well as hear your ideas. New
ideas are always welcome.

Can t wait to see everyone at A.B.AT.E. U.Who's

—Terry
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RIVER VALLEY

Next Meeting(s):
May 11t, Eagles Club, Mankato, 12:00pm
June 8%, Eagles Club, Mankato, 12:00pm

Upcoming Event(s):

May 3", Motorcycle Awareness Parade

May 10%, Spring Ditch Cleanup

June or July TBD, Mike Berg & Fallen Friends Memorial Ride

Hi All!! Welcome to May and the arrival of a new riding
season!!!!

It's Motorcycle Awareness Month... and River Valley
Chapter is starting it off with our well-known Motorcycle

Awareness Parade and Fun Run!!!! It's our 35" year having
this important event and it's ALWAYS a big hit! So come and join us,
Saturday, May 3 starting lineup at noon, to help us get the message out
there that motorcycles are back on the roads! Check out our River Valley
Chapter Facebook page for the event details. Hope to see many of you
there!!

Please check out the next Road Noise and our Facebook page for details
on our 6th Annual Mike Berg & Fallen Friends Memorial Ride! Come out
and help support motorcycle safety training!! "If we can save just one
life...”

Our Spring Ditch Pickup is May 10%, starting at 10:00 am in the CHS park-
ing lot in LeHillier, and following, there will be a lunch and after party at
Jerry's for some social time.

Congratulations, once again, to our 2025 River Valley Chapter Officers
and Sergeant at Arms! President: Darren "Big-D" Sather, Vice President:
Loren Files, Secretary: Kayla Wyman, Treasurer: Steve “Slick” Duban,
Chapter Rep: Erin Fredricks and Sergeant at Arms: Randy “Panther”
Wolke, Holly Sather, Jimmy Fisher, Bobby Sullivan, Lori Sotebeer and
Luke Eichberger. Also, congrats to Virgil Legried, Southeast District
Director!

Welcome to our new members and thank you to those who renewed their
memberships. We are looking forward to seeing you at our monthly
meetings and events! Please do keep signing people up for A.B.AT.E.
membership... every voice helps!

Remember to please take the time to do a thorough check over your
motorcycle before taking it out. Check your tires (pressure, tread depth,
etc), change the oil and inspect brake pads, battery, all controls, including
the steering, clutch, and throttle, etc, etc, to make sure your bike is
road-ready. We want everyone to have a fun and safe riding season.

Please don't forget to join our fellow Chapters and support their events!

Sorry for ending this on a down note... it is with great sadness to inform
you all of the tragic loss of a dear River Valley family member, Jerry
Fredricks, who lost his life on March 31st. He was a great guy and he will
be forever missed.

Cheyenne Sanford wrote this on her Prairie Saloon business page...

“In Memory of

Jerry Fredricks...”
We gather our thoughts and heavy
hearts today to remember Jerry — a
man who lived life with grit, loyalty,
and the kind of old-school tough-
ness you don’t come across much
anymore. He was a biker through
and through, not just in how he
rode, but in how he lived: full
throttle, fiercely independent, and
unapologetically himself.

Jerry didn't sugarcoat things, and
he didn’t back down. He was the
kind of man who showed up when
it counted, said what he meant, and
meant what he said. Under that
leather and grit was someone with

a big heart — a loyal friend, a fighter,
and someone who would give you
the shirt off his back if you needed it.

The silence he leaves behind is
louder than any engine. But those
of us who knew him — who rode
with him, laughed with him, or
spent some time with him at bike
night or karaoke — we carry him with
us. Every moment we choose to live
life on our own terms — Jerry's still
there.

Ride free, brother. You earned it."

— Lori Sotebeer, Sgt-at-Arms
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FLATLANDERS

Next Meeting(s):

May 10%, Kurt and Alicia Wallaces, 115 5% Street
SE, Geneva, 5:00 pm

June 7, Jim & Dena Brechs Home, 216 1st NW,
New Richland, 3:00 pm

Upcoming Events:

May 10%*, Flatlanders Wash Out & Camp Out,
1-35 Northbound Rest Area at the MN/lowa
Border with a ride to follow 11:00 am - 1:00 pm

Flatlander Webpage Address: Facebook, search
for Flatlander Chapter of A.B.AT.E. MN
A.B.AT.E. of MN Webpage: www.abatemn.org

Hello from the Flatlanders

Well here it is May already, all | can say is "Wow"
where does the time go!! The only good thing
about time moving fast is riding season gets here
quicker. Now that it's time to ride, time can slow
down so we can enjoy it. After all, thatis who and
what we are...Bikers who love to ride!

With all the information that has been shared from
the Legislative Team this past month, | hope
everyone took a few moments to type up an email
to send to your Representatives asking them to
support us. There is the Right to Repair,
Uninsured/UnderInsured, Lane Splitting, etc. So
there has been plenty of opportunity to get your
Write To Ride patch and rocker. Send an email,
get your response and send that to Frank. Super
Easy!! Writing your Representatives also shows
them that you are serious about motorcycling and
the rights we have.

Another A.B.AT.E. "U"niversity is in the books and
| hope that everyone who attended was able to
take away some new information, new ideas, new
friends, and new awareness. For those of you that
were unable to attend, you missed an excellent
time. Hopefully you will be able to attend next
year, but don't wait until then. Speak to those who
were there and have them share what they
learned or their experiences, especially if they
have never been there before.

To all those no longer in an officer position, please
be available to help the new officers if they need it
because your knowledge and experience is
extremely valuable. To the new officers, always
remember, you have people available to help you,
so tap on their shoulders if you need to.

Let's talk about new members. As your Chapters
gain new members, do not forget to introduce
them to the group, welcome them to the group,
take a few minutes within the meeting to get to
know them. Also make sure that when you are
talking about things like the MRF, SMRO, and
other acronyms that we use, take the time to
explain what they stand for and what they are.
The new members do not understand our lingo
yet, so share it with them.

With membership covered, there is just one more
thing that we, the Flatlanders, need to do...that is
to welcome our new members that our new
Membership & Retention Chair, Monica Fairchild,
has gotten signed up. We would like to welcome:
Donald Moehrle & Leanne Eckes, Mike Peterson &
Michelle Yanke and Mike Vandeweerd & Jamie
Brooks. We are very excited to have you be part
of our Flatlander and A.B.AT.E. family and look
forward to getting to know you. If you have
questions, please let us know by asking.

| have said all | need to say this month so
remember this...

"No hour of fife is wasted when it is
Spent on 2 wheels!”  anonymous

Peace, Love and Hugs

— Michele Legried, State Secretary A.B.AT.E. of MN
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TRI COUNTY

Next Meeting(s):
May 1%, Cy’s Bar, Chaska, Fundraiser meeting 6:30 pm, Chapter meeting 7:00 pm
June 5%, Carver Beach Playground Park, Chanhassen, 7:00 pm (details to come)

Upcoming Events:

May 3, Chapter Fundraiser Ride, Doghouse Bar, Carver, Register
10:00 am - 12:00 pm. Depart at noon! $20 Rain or Shine

May 18, Highway Pickup. Meet by trains/motel on Highway 21 between
Jordan and New Prague, 10:00 am

August 16%, 29" Harley Heaven Memorial Motorcycle Ride, Leaves Jordan at
12:00 pm. Donation

We had a great meeting at our house on Saturday, April 5%, with a few
renewal members. Nice to see Terry Stier and Jeff Braun. Our Chapter is
working hard to get expired members and new members to sign up!!

We also setup our new tents with the added signage on them, done by my
friend Emily K! They look great and definitely are visible! We will use them
with pride!

Also, a memorial patch banner was shown at the meeting

Happy 17 Birthday to
Evan, our Young Rider!

made by our member Toby Pharr. A big thank you to Toby!
This will be presented for a live auction item at A.B.AT.E. U.

Our main fundraiser is May 3™ out of Carver Doghouse Bar
with registration 10:00 am - 12:00 pm! Please join us for a
beautiful ride!! Door prizes needed!! Our Chapter voted to
allow an up to $100 purchase of items for door prizes if
needed. Katie is in charge of this!

See above for Ditch pickup, May 18th!

Our Chapter voted to support Young Riders for two years.

We also voted to purchase two tickets for the A.B.AT.E. Patch Memorial Banner to be auctioned off at
U raffle... with one ticket monies to benefit Young A.B.AT.E.U.Made by Tri Co member Toby Pharr.

Riders and the other ticket to benefit Tri-County

Chapter! First year doing this!! Good Luck
Tri-County!!!!

Thanks to all of our members for making our
Chapter successful and being able to donate
funds where needed! We rock as a giving
Chapter!

— Peace, Ger

STRAIGHT RIVER
No Report Received
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Shelly Deutsch, Director
(507) 227-4498 e southwestdir@abatemn.org

Thank you to anyone who voted for me to be the SWDD again, | really do appreciate it.

Have you been paying attention to all the things going on in our State Legislation? The team is doing
a great job in keeping us in the loop, now what? Have you written any letters or emails, or made
phone calls to discuss these with your Legislator? Why not, we can't rely on anyone else to do it for us.
The MRF has had quite a few Calls to Actions too. Those are so simple to send out! | have heard the
comment, “We are 1 generation from becoming extinct” (We as bikers).

Until next time, SA»Z//y

SOUTH CENTRAL

Next Meeting(s):
May 7%, VFW Post 906, Hutchinson, 7:00 pm
June 4%, Niesen's Bar, Biscay, 7:00 pm

Upcoming Event(s):

May 14, Spring Ditch Clean Up, Odd Fellows
Park, Hutchinson, 6:00 pm

May 17% & 18, Spring Fling Bike Show,
Meeker County Fairgrounds, Litchfield

June 7%, SC Burger Day, Mies Outland
Demo Days, Watkins

June 21¢, Fun Run Membership Drive, LaPlante's,
Litchfield

Are you ready for our 2-day Spring Fling Bike

Show this month? Join us on May 17t & 18 at

the Litchfield fairgrounds!

* Bike Registration $10: Friday 4 - 8pm,
Saturday and Sunday 8 - 10am

* Bike Show $10: Saturday 10 - 6pm,
Sunday 10 - 3pm

* Voting: Saturday 10 - 6pm, Sunday 10 - 1pm,
Trophies at 2:30pm

e Bike Classes: Custom, Classic, Stock, Bagger,
Rat, Trike, Best in Show, Best Paint, Sport,
People's Choice

Contact Michelle Voigt at 320-292-6352 for

questions or to donate a door prize.

On Saturday, June 21t we have our Fun Run
Membership Drive & Campout at the LaPlante's
in Litchfield. Registration is $20 at 10:30am,
kickstands up at 12:00pm. We have fun games
at each stop on the ride, lunch and supper are
provided. Bring your tent or camper and stay
the night! Contact Jen Sommerfeld at 320-292-
9219 for questions or to donate a door prize.

See both flyers in this Road Noise for more
details, we hope to see you there!

We will be doing our ditch clean up on
Wednesday, May 14* at 6:00pm, meeting at
Odd Fellows Park in Hutchinson.

Also in June is our Burger Day at the MEIS
Outland Indian Demo Days in Watkins. Come
and check out the new motorcycles on Saturday
June 7* and grab a burger from 10:30 -2:30pm.

So happy riding season is finally here, hope you
are all tuned up and ready to go!

- Ingrid

SOUTHWEST
No Report Received
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LAKE

Next Meeting(s):

May 4%, Missile Park, St. Bonifacius, 3:00 pm
(Please note Sunday not Saturday)

June 7, Dave's Town Club, Delano, 3:00 pm

July 12, Airport Marine and Storage,
Pequot Lakes, 3:00 pm

Upcoming Event(s):
May 3, Ditch Pick Up, St. Bonifacius
Community Center, 12:00 pm
May 24, Hopkins Legion to Fort Snelling, 9:00 am
May 24, Hopkins American Legion Run, 12:00 pm
May 31%, Intermediate Training Class, Hennepin
Technical College, Brooklyn Park, 8:00 am - 1:00 pm
June 1%, Advanced Training Class, Hennepin
Technical College, Brooklyn Park,
9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Our April meeting was held at Hawk’s Sports Bar and
Grill in Monticello.

With May being Motorcycle Awareness Month and
Memorial Day upon us, what a great time to look
back. The first photo (below) was taken by Buzz
Plante in 1998. The bikes are in front of the River Inn
in Hanover.

Our chapter has/had great leaders, mentors, and
members who have supported motorcycle rights
over the years. Our Memorial Run is coming up in
May. This is a ride we hold near and dear to our
hearts, a time when we can remember those leaders,
mentors, and members who paved the way to fight
for our freedoms. If you have a loved one who has
been a member of our chapter, please feel free to
join us on our run as we remember those that we
have lost.

The second photo (above) is Kirk "Hardtail" Willard,
MRF President and Lake Chapter member hard at
work at the federal level. Hardtail gave a fantastic
speech at Heartland Steam this year about how we
all work together, A.B.AT.E., the MRF, and the Steam
States to preserve our freedom of choice, safety, and
education.

As we near riding season our annual intermediate
and advanced training classes have been scheduled
for May 31t and June 1. Please see our ad in Road
Noise. This is an excellent opportunity to improve
your riding skills. Please contact Sherry Edgett at
952-292-5806 or sedgett50@gmail.com by May 15t.
Classes are limited to 10 people and fill up fast.
These classes are sponsored and paid for by Lake
Chapter for anyone with endorsement and
insurance.

While this is a not a Lake Chapter event, a Friends of
Dale Run is organized for June 21 for Dale Morin
who is an A.B.AT.E. member. Dale is a current Lake
Chapter member where he has served the chapter in
multiple roles for multiple years. Dale has also
been/and is a member of other A.B.AT.E. chapters.
Dale has been battling with significant health
concerns for several years. Dale is finding himself
needing to begin the process of relocating to
assisted living. During this time of great financial
insecurity this fundraiser is designed to ease that
burden for him. Details will follow regarding the run
so please watch Road Noise and Facebook for that
information. In addition, donations may also be
given to any Chapter Officer who can forward them
to The Friends of Dale Run Committee.

— Until next month my friends- Ride Free, April
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GLACIAL RIDGE

Next Meeting(s):

May 3", Marcia’s Bar, Brooten, 6:00 pm

May 24t (June mtg), Birch Lake State Forest,
Melrose, 6:00 pm

Upcoming Event(s):
May 23-25t%, Memorial Weekend Campout,
Birch Lake State Forest, Melrose

Hello,

Our chapter did an expo that was put on by our
Chamber of Commerce. We got two new
members to our chapter and talked to dozens
of people. The sheriff's department took

Dial- A -Ride information.

We have a camping trip planned for Memorial
Weekend. We have spots that we are going on
rides this year. A lot of times, we just call or text
everyone the night before and take off for the
day or even just a few hours. We will be adding
them on our Facebook page. If anyone wants to
join us, watch that!

— Be Safe! Harmony

BUFFALO RIDGE

Next Meeting(s):

All is quiet out here in “Rocks and Cows Coun-
try.” We will be pushing May as Motorcycle
Awareness Month on a digital billboard on Lyon
County Road 7 outside of Marshall. Otherwise,
we won't see any drivers’ education classes
until school is out for summer, most likely. Our
Buddy Bears were distributed to the Avera
Granite Falls Ambulance group, and three of us
enjoyed a field trip to the Fagen World War Il
Museum and a stop at the American Legion
(not necessarily in that order).

For over four years now, our chapter has had
the same five members consistently show up to
chapter meetings. Over that same time period
we have had two guests, and two “occasional”
members attend ONCE each. We hosted the
district meeting 6 months ago and couldn't
even coax a good turnout from those chapters
in the district.

We are feeling pretty underwhelmed, but the
"loyal five" will continue to meet on occasion,
just because we enjoy each other’s company!
When the call comes in for “Share the Road”, we

will answer that call. If the weather is nice, we
will enjoy a group ride. | encourage anyone to
reach out to me personally via text or email if
there is something on the radar we should be
actively pursuing. For me, personally, my life
now centers around my four precious
grandchildren, as our time here on earth is just
too short and | want their memories of me to be
happy ones.

For meeting times and dates, please watch our
Facebook page. Here is my contact information:
Cell/text: 507-530-2555

Email: kgruhot@gmail.com

— Until Next Time, Kris Gruhot, Sec/Treas.

ROLLING PRAIRIE

Next Meeting(s):

May 10, River's Edge Golf Course, St. James,
2:30 pm

June 7%, Dawg House, Sleepy Eye, 4:00 pm
(3:00 pm Committee Meeting)

Upcoming Event(s):

May 10t*, Washout, St. James Rest Area,
8:00 am - 12:00 pm

May 10, Adopt-a-Highway, former Camper
World location, Madelia, 1:00 pm - 2:00 pm

May 31¢, Summer Kickstart Ride, Last Chance
Saloon, Hanska, Registration 10:00 - 11:30 am,
Kickstands Up 12:00 pm

Hello biker family,

As we get into the warmer weather and riding
season, please remember to check over your
ride before you head out. We want to see you
at the next stop, wherever that may be.

We are planning for our Summer Kickstart on
May 315t in Hanska, starting and ending at Last
Chance Saloon. We hope to see you there. Final
details are still being worked out so watch for
updates on our Facebook page, Rolling Prairie.
We will get the info out as soon as we can.
Harmony is working on a QR code that we can
share that will bring you right to our Facebook
page. As soon as that is up and running, | will
share that every place | can.

| think that is all for now. See you down the road.

— Giggles
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WAY WEST

Next Meeting(s):

Note that we are moving our meetings to our
summer schedule on Sundays.

May 25, Gnome Park, Dawson, 12:00 pm

June 29*, Watson Sag Park, 12:00 pm

July 27, Woodlake Park, Wood Lake, 12:00 pm

August 31%, At State Rally

Upcoming Event(s):

SAVE THE DATE: August 16", Way West
Remembrance Ride, Madison, (Sober ride,
food, silent auction and live music by
Crimson Edge. More details to come.)

Labor Day Weekend, State Rally, Meeker
County Fairgrounds, Litchfield

Greetings,

Yeehaw! It's riding season!

Congratulations to the 2025 officers:
President - Jake Thell,

Vice President - Jim Toth,

Chapter Rep - Naomi Grosz,

Secretary - Emily DeJager,

Treasurer - April Thomson,

Seargent at Arms - Jen Toth, Mike Hansen,
Chris McGeary, Terry Hilden, LeAnn Ruby,
Paula Bailey, Paul Rice

Keep attention to our Facebook page for
upcoming times for ditch pick up.

Keep your knees in the breeze,

Gypsy Mama

www.abatemn.org
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Date Chapter Location Time
5/1/25 Tri-County Chapter Meeting Cy's Bar, Chaska, Fundraiser mtg @ 6:30 PM 7:00 PM
5/2/25 River Valley Motorcycle Awareness Parade City of Mankato Public Works Parking Lot, Mankato 12:00 PM
5/3/25 Borderland Chapter Meeting - Membership & Fundraiser |1he Hobo, Newfolden 4:00 PM
5/3/25 Dirty Rotten Biker Fest Princeton Fairgrounds

5/3/25 Glacier Ridge Chapter Meeting Marcia's Bar, Brooten 6:00 PM
5/3/25 Lake Chapter Ditch Pick Up St. Bonifacius Community Center 12:00 PM

St. Hillaire City Park - Ride to follow Weather

5/3/25 Northwest Chapter Meeting Permitting 11:00 AM
5/3/25 TriCounty Carver Fun Run More info to come

5/4/25 Blessing of the Bikes Owatonna Fairgrounds

5/4/25 Central Chapter Meeting Trobec's, St. Stephen 12:00 PM
5/4/25 East Central Chapter Meeting VFW, St. Francis 10:30 AM
5/4/25 Lake Chapter Meeting Missile Park, St. Bonifacius 3:00 PM
5/4/25 Sand Dunes Chapter Meeting The Buff, Big Lake 5:00 PM
5/7/25 North East Chapter The Gopher Bar, West Duluth 6:30 PM
5/7/25 South Central Chapter Meeting VFW, Hutchinson 7:00 PM
5/10/25  |Flatlanders Chapter Meeting Kurt & Alicia Wallaces - 115 5th Street SE, Geneva 5:00 PM
5/10/25 Flatlanders Chapter Wash Out & Camp Out 135 Northbound Rest Area @MN/lowa Border 11 AM - 1 PM
5/10/25 Freedom First Riders Chapter Meeting VFW Post 936 6:00 PM
5/10/25 MN Wash-Out 1-94 Enfield Rest Stop mile marker 187 9 AM - 12 PM
5/10/25 Publication Committee meeting Zoom Meeting 10:00 AM
5/10/25 River Valley Ditch Spring Cleanup

5/10/25 Rolling Prairie Chapter Meeting River's Edge Golf Course, St. James 2:30 PM
5/11/25 Heart of the Lakes Chapter Meeting Silvermoon, Perham 5:00 PM
5/11/25 Northeast Chapter Meeting Calumet Saloon, Calumet 3:00 PM
5/11/25 River Valley Chapter Meeting Eagles Club, Mankato 12:00 PM
5/11/25 Straight River Chapter Meeting Reggie's Brewhouse, Owatonna 1:00 PM
5/13/25 Metro Bike Night VFW, Coon Rapids 5-7:00 PM
5/13/25 Metro Chapter Meeting VFW, Coon Raplds 7:00 PM
5/13/2025 |Education Committee Meeting Vi Zoom 500 PM
5/13/25 Southeast Bike Night Tilly's Oronoco 5-9:00 PM
5/14/25 South Central Spring Ditch Clean up Odd Fellows Park, Hutchinson 6:00 PM
5/15/25 Motorcycle Safety Task Force Meeting Hennepin Technical College, Eden Prairie 5-7:00 PM
5/17/25 Heart of the Lakes Blessing of the Bikes event Erhard 11 -3:30 PM
5/17/25 North Star Chapter Ditch Clean Up Sitch Site South of Bemidji on Hwy 71 1:00 PM
5/17/25 North Star Chapter Meeting Woodshed, Laporte - Following Ditch Clean Up 3:00 PM
5/17/25 Sand Dunes Chapter Ride TBD
5/17/25 South Central Spring Fling Bike Show Litchfield Fairgrounds
5/17/25 Women's Only Basic Riders Course Ridgewater College, Willmar 8:00 AM
5/18/25 Jack Pine Riders Chapter Meeting Marge's, Brook Park 1:00 PM
5/18/25 South Central Spring Fling Bike Show Litchfield Fairgrounds
5/18/25 Southeast LC Chapter Meeting VFW, Rochester 11:30 PM
5/19/25 Bikers inside the Beltway
5/20/25 Bikers inside the Beltway
5/23/25 Glacial Ridge Campout Memorial Weekend Birch Lake State Forest, Melrose
5/24/25 Glacial Ridge Campout Memorial Weekend Birch Lake State Forest, Melrose
5/24/25 Glacier Ridge Chapter Meeting Birch Lake State Forest, Melrose 6:00 PM
5/24/25 Lake Chapter Memorial Ride Hoplins American Legion - 9 AM for Fort Snelling 12:00 PM
5/25/25 Glacial Ridge Campout Memorial Weekend Birch Lake State Forest, Melrose

5/25/25 MetroMorial 36th Annual Fundraiser Route 47, Fridley

5/25/25 Way West Chapter Meeting Dawson Gnome Park, Dawson 12:00 PM
5/26/25 Memorial Day Parade - Straight River is participating Owatonna Fairgrounds

5/30/25 Northwest Chapter 36th Annual Spring Ride St. Hilaire

5/31/25 2nd Annual ride for Terebinth Sal's Bar, St. Joseph - Registration starts 9:30 am 11:30 AM
5/31/25 Central Chapter 2nd Annual Ride for Terebinth Sal's Bar, St. Joseph

5/31/25 Intermediate Training Class Hennepin Techinal College, Brooklyn Park
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS continued

5/31/25 Rally Committee Meeting Eagles Club, Litchfield 12:00 PM

6/1/25 Advanced Training Class Hennepin Techinal College, Brooklyn Park

6/1/25 Central Chapter Meeting Hideaway, Rockville 12:00 PM

6/1/25 East Central Chapter Meeting American Legion, St. Francis 10:30 AM

6/4/25 Northeast Chapter Meeting The Gopher Bar and Grill, West Duluth 6:30 PM

6/4/25 South Central Chapter Meeting Niesen's Bar, Biscay 7:00 PM

6/5/25 Tri-County Chapter Meeting Carver Beach Playground, Chanhassen 7:00 PM

6/7/25 Flatlanders Chapter Meeting Jim & Dena Brechs, 216 1st NW, New Richland 3:00 PM

6/7/25 Lake Chapter Meeting Dave's Town Lounge 3:00 PM

6/7/25 North Star Chapter Meet and Greet Memorial Ride TBD

6/7/25 South Central Chapter Burger Day Mies Outland Demo Days, Watkins

6/8/25 Borderland Chapter Meeting The Hobo, Newfolden 3:00 PM

6/8/25 Heart of the Lakes Chapter Meeting Little Bear's House, 45465 445th, Perham

6/8/25 River Valley Chapter Meeting Eagles Club, Mankato 12:00 PM

6/8/25 Sand Dunes Chapter Meeting The Buff, Big Lake 5:00 PM

6/10/25 Metro Chapter Meeting VFW, Coon Rapids 7:00 PM

6/10/25 Southeast Bike Night Tilly's Oronoco 5-9:00 PM
6/14/25 Friends of Dale Morin Run Ride S.0.S. Clubhouse, Cokato -Registration 11:00 PM
6/15/25 Jack Pine Riders Chapter Meeting Squirrel Cage, Willow River 1:00 PM
6/15/25 Southeast LC Chapter Meeting VFW, Rochester 11:30 AM
6/19/25 ABATE of WI Summer Hummer Greenwood, WI

6/20/25 ABATE of WI Summer Hummer Greenwood, WI

6/21/25 ABATE of WI Summer Hummer Greenwood, WI

6/21/25 South Central Fun Run Membership Drive Laplante's, Litchfield

6/22/25 ABATE of WI Summer Hummer Greenwood, WI

6/29/25 Way West Chapter Meeting Sag Park, Watson 12:00 PM
712/25 ABATE of lowa Freedom Rally Algona, IA

713125 ABATE of lowa Freedom Rally Algona, IA

714125 ABATE of lowa Freedom Rally Algona, IA

715125 ABATE of lowa Freedom Rally Algona, IA

7/11/25 The Upper Kettle River Shakedown Finlayson, MN

7/12/25 Lake Chapter Meeting Airport Marine and Storage, Pequot Lakes 3:00 PM
7/12/25 The Upper Kettle River Shakedown Finlayson, MN

7/13/25 Central Chapter Meeting O'Brian's, Rice 12:00 PM
7/13/25 Sand Dunes Chapter Meeting The Buff, Big Lake 5:00 PM
7/18/25 Rallhy Committee Meeting BOD Location 8:00 PM
7/20/25 Jack Pine Riders Chapter Meeting Cricket Bar, Rock Creek 1:00 PM
7/20/25 Southeast Lower Corner Chapter Meeting VFW, Rochester 11:30 AM
7/26/25 Lake Chapter Meeting Choo Choo Barm Loretto 3:00 PM
7/27/25 Way West Chapter Meeting Woodlake Park, Wood Lake 12:00 PM
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A.B.A.T.E. of Minnesota
2025 State Motorcycle Rally
Sponsorship Program

A.B.A.T.E. of Minnesota (American Bikers for
Awareness, Training, and Education), a not for profit
motorcycle rights organization (501(c)4), is seeking
sponsors for our 2025 State Rally, to be held
August 29™"-September 1° at the Meeker County
Fairgrounds in Litchfield, MN.

As part of our Sponsorship program we are offering
generous recognition, advertising, vendor space, and
passes for the participation of you, your employees and
customers in our event.

There are five levels of Sponsorship:

Diamond Sponsorship

The Diamond sponsorship is just $3,000
It includes:

e  Your business will have signage on either side or above
the stage area in the bar and band hub location

e  Your company name and logo published in the Road
Noise magazine, A.B.A.T.E.’s official publication
(circulation 4,000+)

e Afull page ad in our Rally program

e  Your company name and logo listed on our website

e 12 free weekend passes to the Rally to use or
distribute as you please

Gold Sponsorship

The Gold Level Sponsorship is $1,000
It includes:

e  Medium signage in the bar and band hub location

e Your Company name and logo published in the Road
Noise magazine

e Your company name and a half page ad in our Rally
program

e  Your company name listed on our website

e Six free weekend passes to the Rally to use or
distribute as you please

Silver Sponsorship

The Silver Sponsorship is $500
It includes:

e Signage in the bar and band hub location

e  Your company name published in the Road Noise
magazine

e  Your company name and a quarter page ad in our Rally
program

e  Your company name listed on our website

e  Four free weekend passes to the Rally to use or
distribute as you please

Chrome Sponsorship

The Chrome Sponsorship is $250
It includes:

e Signage in the bar and band hub location

e  Your company name published in the Road Noise
magazine

e  Your company name and business card ad printed in
our Rally program

e  Your company name listed on our website

® Two free weekend passes to the Rally to use or
distribute as you please

Copper Sponsorship

The Copper Sponsorship is $100

It includes:
® Signage in the bar and band hub location

®  Your company name published in the Road Noise
magazine

®  Your company name and business card ad printed in
our Rally program

®  Your company name listed on our website

® One free weekend pass to the Rally to use or distribute
as you please

Although A.B.A.T.E. is a not for profit organization and
contributions are not tax deductible, you may be able to
deduct this investment in your company’s advertising
budget. Check with your tax professional.

Partnering with us will make the 2025 A.B.A.T.E. State
Rally the biggest and best ever. A.B.A.T.E. of Minnesota is
3,500 members strong and our goal for attendance at the
2025 Rally is 2,000.

Our members are avid motorcycle enthusiasts who
support those businesses who support them. For more
information about A.B.A.T.E. of Minnesota please visit our
website at www.abatemn.org.

For more information, please contact:

Michelle Backlund at (763) 263-1532
Email: statetreasurer@abatemn.org

Thank you for your consideration. We look forward to
further discussing this exciting opportunity with you soon!

Deadline to be included in our State Rally Program is
August 1%, 2025
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A.B.A.T.E. of Minnesota 2025 State Rally Sponsorship

Sponsor Information

Business Name:

Business Address:

City/State/Zip:

Business Telephone:

Business Contact Name:

Recruiting Member

Name:

Chapter:

Telephone:

Date:

Sponsorship Level: || DIAMOND [ ] GOLD
T SILVER [T CHROME 1 COPPER

Check Number: or

Credit Card Number with expiration date:

Program Ad/Business Card:

™1 Enclosed [T Business will mail/email

Do not staple or deteriorate the scan quality of your ad/business card

Promotional Tickets

[ 1 Mail tickets to Business Contact
* Tickets will be mailed mid-July 2025

[ Tickets will be picked up at the Rally by:

Contact Name:
* |dentification will be required

Quantity given:

Ticket #’s:

Mail to: Michelle Backlund
16550 226 Ave NW
Elk River, MN 55330

Sponsor Receipt

A.B.A.T.E. of Minnesota 2025 State Rally Sponsorship

Date:

Business Name:

Sponsorship Level:

Recruiting Member Signature:

A.B.A.T.E. of Minnesota, Inc. thanks you for your support!

If you have any questions please contact: Michelle Backlund
(763) 263-1532 or email statetreasurer@abatemn.org
Promotional tickets will be mailed mid-July 2025
If you don’t receive your tickets by July 315, 2025 contact Michelle Backlund

Visit our website at: www.abatemn.org
Contributions to A.B.A.T.E. of Minnesota are not tax deductible. Consult your tax advisor.
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| A.B.A.T.E. of Minnesota 2025 State Rally Sponsors |
2025 State RaLLy SpoNSORSHIPS 2025 State RaLLy SPoNSORSHIPS 2025 StaTe RaLLY SPONSORSHIPS
LIAMCND

CHROME
Central Chapter eB&R Cycles ....... Faribault

St Cloud. MN e ChannelInn ...... .. Warsaw
—_— e Heart of the Lakes
Fla Ianders Chapter ........ Detroit Lakes
apter e Northeast

Wells, MN Chapter ........... . Duluth
GCOLD . e Prairie’s Edge
L & M Bar & Grill J

Casino Resort .Granite Falls

Dundas, MN e Red Goat
Bar & Grill ......... Watkins
e Reggies

Brewhouse ...... Owatonna

2025 State RaLLY SPONSORSHIPS e Southeast LC
CODDED Chapter ........... Rochester
°2 Beer. * Riverside Store e The Top Box
Tammle Webb """"" BUHaIO & Tavern ............. LItCher'd Saloon Kilkenn

e 625 Bar & Grill ... ... Dennison e Team Driving . T o C t ............ y
eBoxCarBar............ Waseca Miss Daisy ........... Buffalo (?h o‘t‘“ y
* Plaza Morena... . Dodge Center o The Elbert Agency Hutchinson apwer ............. Chaska

NEW & RENEWALS FOR MARCH 2025

BORDERLAND FREEDOM FIRST RIDERS METRO ROLLING PRAIRIE
Robbie Ostlund / Mike Adensam ........... R Bob Dooley ............. R Cody Fedder ............ R
Barbara Olson ......... R Daniel MGlynn ........... R Jill Kielblock ............. R Cory /Amy Lorenz ........ R
BUFFALO RIDGE James Vearrier ........... R George /Mary Bazoff ...... R Jacob Madison .......... N
Bob Mclean ............. R GLACIAL RIDGE Tom Morrison ............ R SAND DUNES
Wayne Gorton  ........... R Mike Pesta .............. R Terry /Julie Johnson ....... R Mark Knopf ............. R
Jesse Warnke ............ R Dick Schwardt ........... N Michelle Luna ............ R Mary Bechtold ........... R
Bob /Beth Gutierrez ....... R HEART OF THE LAKES Andrew /Samantha Godfrey R Christopher Paumen ...... R
CENTRAL Thomas "Doc" JohanssoN/ Marcia Borchardt ......... R SOUTH CENTRAL
Josh Schwinghammer / Donna "Alpine" .......... R JohnLWeiss ............. R Amanda Weibel .......... R
Bethany .............. R Kevin /Cindy Maloney ..... R Sean "lrish" Kiekbusch ....N ~ SOUTHWEST
Duane "Chris"/ Monte/Jodi Ohlrogge ..... R Rob Drometer ........... N Jeffrey J /Wendy R Klehr .. .R
Holly Christian ......... R DougFeela .............. R Matt Eich ............... N Josiah / Heather Leighty ...N
Shawn McClure .......... R Charlie Howard .......... R Mary Bazoff ............. N Gavin Leighty ............ N
Matt Murphy ............ N Rory / JessicaOlson ....... R NORTHEAST STRAIGHT RIVER
EAST CENTRAL Steve/Mary Bohne ........ N Jay /Melissa Truax-Hickok ..R Bill "Groucho" Marx ...... R
JimLaSpisa .............. R Harvey Ness ............ N Brad / Judy Beckman ...... R Laura Knudsen ........... R
Thomas /Donna Mevissen . .R JennyRustad ............ N JordanYoungs ........... N  TRI-COUNTY
Jim /Vicki Palmer ......... R Travis /Ann Feldt ......... N  NORTH STAR LeisaCarston ............ R
AlixRuby ............ ... N  JACK PINE RIDERS Jennifer Gardner ......... R John W /Vera LKehl ...... R
Gavin Christensen ........ N Bill /Rochelle Gruhlke ...... R NORTHWEST UP NORTH
FLATLANDERS Jeremy Soder /Ann Lang .. .R Brandon Delage .......... R Ron Bishop .............. R
Tony Corporon ........... R Fred Sr /Barb Bowen ...... R Rod /Rachael Olson ....... R Jay Hickok .............. R
Bryan Traynor ............ R Brad Anderson ........... R Lon Greenlee ............ R GaryOlson .............. R
Christopher Tietema ...... R Jeff Berge/ Kathy Barton ...R Jimmy D Thompson ...... N Joshua/Leigh Haggenmiller N
Fred / Cali Vokoun ........ R TaylorAsh .............. N Robin Goodwin-Andres ....N  WAY WEST
Ivy Armstrong  ........... R BarbaraHeil ............. R Ashley Cherf / Val / Jess Bauer .......... R
Mark Reynolds ........... R LAKE Amanda Fritsch ....... N Terry Hilden/ Naomi McVay .R
Dan Race /Marcia Fairchild .R Daniel P/ Lorna M Lyrek ...R Sarah Bachmeier ......... N Stephanie Adams ......... R
Rick Rottman ............ R LaurieOtten ............. R Becky Wilkens ........... N Aaron Unzen /
Mike Cottrell ............ R John Amdor Il ........... R Travis Samshal ........... N Seantae Read ......... N
KevinWorke ............ N Brian Hannig / RIVER VALLEY Raziel Dedager ........... N
Mike Vandeweerd ........ N Danita McDowall ....... R Scott /Julie Tuchtenhagen . .R Gary Zea/
Jamie Brooks ............ N Bruce Gilbertson ......... N MichaelMoe ............. R Shawn PaziZea ........ N
DawnRiba .............. N
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