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Newsletter of A.B.A.T.E. of MN, Inc. 
Opinions expressed here in, by the  
Editor and others, may not be those of 
A.B.A.T.E. of MN. Articles may be  
reprinted with proper attribution.

SUBMISSIONS TO ROAD NOISE 
email: roadnoise@abatemn.org 

Road Noise 
16550 226th Ave NW 
Elk River, MN 55330

ROAD NOISE  
ADVERTISEMENTS 

No faxed ads. Deadline is the 1st of the 
month prior to publication. Use a jpeg 
file format for electronic ads. Mailed ads 
must be mailed flat. Send Display Ad        
Artwork on paper no larger than 8.5" X 
11". Do not  reduce artwork to desired 
size, make a note for the desired size for 
the ad (spell out the size).  
 Cost / Spaces / per issue  
           Business Card        $15.00 
           1/4 page                  $35.00 
           1/2 page                  $65.00 
           Full page               $125.00 
           Full page *Insert           call 
 *Additional printing charges for Inserts. 
 If Ads are prepaid for one year, a 10% discount is 
applied. If production work is necessary on the 
Ad, $35.00 per hour will be billed.  
Chapter Fundraisers/political ads receive a 30% 
discount.  
At the descretion of the Editor, if late ads (after the 
1st of the month prior to publication) are accepted, 
a 20% surcharge will be added to the cost.  
Website advertising:  
Chapter Fundraisers ads are free of charge. Use a 
jpeg file format for electronic ads and send to:  
roadnoise@abatemn.org. 
 

LETTERS AND ARTICLES 
Submissions are encouraged, however, are           
subject to editing and will be printed at the              
discretion of the Road Noise Committee. The use of 
foul language, personal attacks or the use of            
language that may be libelous or interpreted as         
inciting hate or sexual harassment is not permitted. 
User comments are reviewed by moderators to en-
sure that comments meet these standards. Anyone 
submitting an article, “Letter to the Editor,” or         
photograph may request that it be returned by           
including with submission a self-addressed 
stamped envelope. Letters to the Editor must be         
accompanied with the author’s signature. For           
electronic picture submissions, use a tiff or jpeg file 
format.  

GRAPEVINES AND REPORTS 
The deadline is the 10th of the month 

 prior to publication. 
 - DO NOT submit in all uppercase, or insert  
   backgrounds. 
 - Include your chapter/committee name on the 
   subject  line of the email that you send to the 
   Road Noise.  
 Use the following basic outline: 
 1) Chapter/Committee Name 
 2) Next Chapter/Committee Meetings/Time,  Place 
 3) Upcoming Events; What, Where, When 
 4) Meeting Updates, Important News, Comments 
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STATE OFFICE 

STATE OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday - Friday 6:00pm - 9:00pm 
 
State Office Administrator, Shelly Deutsch 

 E-mail: StateOffice@abatemn.org 
 A.B.A.T.E. of Minnesota, Inc. 

 P.O. Box 142 
Mapleton, MN 56065 

 (507) 487-5000 
 

Not receiving your Road Noise? 
 Contact the State Office to ensure your address 
is correct in our system. If it is correct, you will 
need to contact your post office to ensure that 
they are delivering the Road Noise to you. 
 
Get address changes to me ASAP.  
Road Noise is bulk mail and will not be   
forwarded. 
 
Membership tri-folds:  
can be requested from the State Office, or from 
Shelley Deutsch (Membership & Retention 
Chair) at (507) 227-4498, or membership 
@abatemn.org. You can also find membership 
forms on the  website at www.abatemn.org. 
When you recruit a new member, write your 
name and Chapter on the tri-fold so you receive 
credit for the recruit. Make sure tri-folds,   
Chapter information forms, and other pertinent 
business documents are written legibly,   
including area codes, zip  codes, phone 
numbers, and e-mail addresses.  Use 
POSTAL CORRECT  addresses. The following 
are address tips: Do not abbreviate County 
Road, Minnesota State Highway, Circle, do not 
use #sign (i.e. Co. Rd, ST, Hwy, CR, use Lot or 
Apt. or TRLR number, example: Trailer + number 
=TRLR 201 or Lot 201, or Apt 201). 
 
Memberships:  
Postcards go out to members who will expire 
at the end of that given month. Renewals must 
reach the State Office by the third Friday of the  
month, regardless of the date, to ensure you      
receive your next month’s Road Noise. Use 
POSTAL CORRECT address! Please allow 4-6 
weeks to receive your new hard cards. 
 
Minutes:  
from Chapter, Committee, and District meetings 
can be e-mailed to stateoffice@abatemn.org. 
  
Mailing Labels:  
The State Office can print current mailing labels 
for your Chapter’s newsletters, reminder cards, 
and event flyers.  

Feel free to call me with questions,  
concerns, and inquiries 6:00 pm to  
9:00 pm, or leave a message and  

I will return your call ASAP. 
A.B.A.T.E. of MN accepts no responsibility for 

the submissions, comments, opinions, or  
errors contained within this publication. 

 
2              February 2026                                                                       A.B.A.T.E. of Minnesota Inc.

ROAD NOISE CONTENT 
State Coordinator  . . . . . . . . . .5 
Assistant State Coordinator  . . .5 
State Treasurer  . . . . . . . . . . . .5  
Committees & Reports  . . . .6-13 
Bike of the Month . . . . . . . . . .14 
Business of the Month  . . . . . .14 
State Office Nominee  . . . .15-16 
A.B.A.T.E. Royalty Pageant . .16 
NE District Grapevines  . . .17-20 
SE District Grapevines  . . .21-23 
SW District Grapevines  . .24-27 
NW District Grapevines  . .27-28 
Calendar of Events  . . . . . . . .29 
New & Renew  . . . . . . . . . . . .30 
2026 Rally Sponsors  . . . .31-32 
Heartland STEAM  . . . . . . . . .33 
Advertising  . . . . . . . . . . . .33-39 
BIKERDAY 2025  . . . . . . . . . .36 
 

 



www.abatemn.org                                                                           ROAD NOISE                           3

CHAPTER PRESIDENT CONTACTS
Northeast District: 
   O   St. Cloud           Central Chapter                                                                    
   C    St. Francis         East Central Chapter                Jim Pierson                       (763) 226-1797 
    6    Finlayson           Jack Pine Riders Chapter         Duane Tchida                    (320) 515-0232 
   G   Twin Cities         Metro Chapter                            Jameson Lemke               (612) 707-5528 
   M   Duluth                Northeast Chapter                     Ed McPhail                        (218) 390-4468  
    4    Big Lake            Sand Dunes Chapter                Michael Olkives                 (612) 730-8616 
    8    Grand Rapids    Up North Chapter                      Chris Parks                        (218) 398-7640 
Northwest District: 
   U    Roseau              Borderland Chapter                   Patrick Sullivan                 (218) 242-0120 
    7     Alexandria          Freedom First Riders Chapter  Gary Goracke                   (320) 491-8546 
   E    Detroit Lakes     Heart of the Lakes Chapter       Gordan "Gordy" Skillings     (218) 996-4715 
   Y    Bemidji              North Star Chapter                    Daniel Chandler                (218) 251-0349 
   D    Red Lake Falls  Northwest Chapter                    Gary Hasby                       (218) 689-3242 
Southeast District: 
   P    Wells                  Flatlanders Chapter                  Tony Roe                           (507) 438-5962 
   N    Rochester          Southeast LC Chapter                                                          
    I     Mankato            River Valley Chapter                 Darren Sather                   (507) 676-2918 
   S    Owatonna          Straight River Chapter              Mike Smith                        (507) 213-8845 
   Q   Chaska              Tri-County Chapter                    Jon Fernholz                     (952) 649-0581 
Southwest District: 
   H    Marshall             Buffalo Ridge Chapter               Jesse Warneke                 (952) 715-1639 
   K    Glenwood          Glacial Ridge Chapter               Harmony Lillie                   (320) 583-6162 
    J    Delano               Lake Chapter                            April Murch                       (612) 741-0279 
   V    St. James          Rolling Prairie Chapter              Tom Duncan                      (507) 830-0782 
   B    Hutchinson        South Central Chapter              Regina Maningoine           (320) 894-5596 
   A    Worthington       Southwest Chapter                   Todd Homan                     (507) 304-5901 
   X    Madison             Way West Chapter                    Jacob Thell                       (320) 305-1626

A.B.A.T.E. OF MINNESOTA CONTACTS

State Coordinator 
Jane Doyle (612) 910-1572 
statecoordinator@abatemn.org 
Assistant State Coordinator 
Jim Orn (320) 398-6966 
AsstCoordinator@abatemn.org 
State Treasurer 
Michelle“Mitch” Backlund 
 (763) 263-1532 
StateTreasurer@abatemn.org 
State Secretary 
Michele Legried (507) 251-3805 
StateSecretary@abatemn.org 
Northeast District Director 
Kent Verner (218) 343-7826 
NortheastDir@abatemn.org 
Northwest District Director 
Edgar Burke (218) 849-5021 
NorthwestDir@abatemn.org 
Southeast District Director 
Virgil Legried (507) 951-0624 
SoutheastDir@abatemn.org 
Southwest District Director 
Shelly Deutsch (507) 227-4498 
SouthwestDir@abatemn.org 
Trustee 
Mack Backlund (763) 226-9195 
Trustee@abatemn.org 
A.B.A.T.E. University Chair 
Stephanie Christensen (763) 443-4732 
abateu@abatemn.org 

Buddy Bear Chair 
Sharon Polman (218) 507-5163 
BuddyBear@abatemn.org 
Education Chair 
Jon Fernholz (952) 649-0581 
Education@abatemn.org 
Gambling Manager 
Angie Morberg (218) 686-5988 
Gambling@abatemn.org 
Historian 
Gaida Trout (320) 291-6975 
historian@abatemn.org 
Legislative Team 
legislativeteam@abatemn.org 
Marketing Director 
Harmony Lillie (320) 583-6162 
marketing@abatemn.org 
Membership and Retention 
April Murch (612) 741-0279 
membership@abatemn.org 
MRF Liaison 
Rob Benjamin (952) 681-0592 
Motorcycle Dial-A-Ride 
John Nelson (888)-342-5143 
mcdar1596@gmail.com

 
NCOM Liaison 
Jane Doyle (612) 910-1572 
NcomLiaison@abatemn.org 
Passport Run 
Passportrun@abatemn.org 
Products Manager 
Kari Duncan (507) 830-0644 
Products@abatemn.org 
Publications Chair 
Tammy Winkels (320) 252-7353 
publications@abatemn.org 
Revisor   
Open 
Road Noise Editor 
roadnoise@abatemn.org 
State Office Administrator 
Shelly Deutsch (507) 487-5000 
StateOffice@abatemn.org 
State Rally Chair 
Doug Cohen  (605) 321-9613 
Rally@abatemn.org 
Ways and Means 
Kristy Luhman (952) 412-6064 
Ways-Means@abatemn.org 
Website 
Kimmer Robertson (763) 772-4776 
WebMaster@abatemn.org 
Write to Ride 
Frank Ernst (612) 801-2920 
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Dear Fellow Motorcyclists:
American Bikers for Awareness, Training, 
and Education (A.B.A.T.E.) of Minnesota is 
a not for profit, grass roots organization 
that is committed to educating  
motorcyclists and the general public 
about motorcycling. A.B.A.T.E. members 
ride many different types and brands of  
motorcycles. We are all people with a 
common interest in a common activity. 
The fact that we share an interest in  
motorcycling is more important than the 
type of motorcycle we ride. 
 
There are chapters of A.B.A.T.E. located 
throughout Minnesota. Each of these 
chapters is represented on the A.B.A.T.E. 
Board of Directors (B.O.D.). The B.O.D. 
also includes the A.B.A.T.E. state officers. 
The B.O.D. meets once each quarter to 
discuss the operation of the organization. 
In addition, each chapter holds a monthly 
meeting in their area of the state. 
A.B.A.T.E. is a member driven  
organization. Members are encouraged 
to participate in any of these meetings. 
 
A.B.A.T.E. seeks to promote the positive 
aspects of motorcycling and strives to 
protect the rights of motorcyclists by 

being involved in the local, state and  
national political process. Safer  
motorcycling, reducing accidents and  
fatalities can be best accomplished by 
education and training of both the  
motorcyclists and the general public, not 
necessarily through additional legislation. 
 
Our ability to enjoy many freedoms 
while riding motorcycles in Minnesota 
is the direct result of the work done by 
motorcyclists in our state. These people 
have joined together to fight for our 
rights and freedoms. 
 
The efforts of these people have made 
Minnesota a leader in motorcycle safety. 
We have one of the toughest licensing 
standards in the nation, the best public 
awareness programs, and the most  
comprehensive rider education programs 
in the nation. These efforts have helped 
reduce motorcycle accidents, injuries, and  
fatalities in spite of the growing number 
of licensed motorcyclists in Minnesota. 
 
To continue these efforts we need your 
support and participation. Show your 
commitment to protecting and preserving 

your rights as a motorcyclist in Minnesota. 
Participate in the meetings, rides, and the 
fundraising  activities. You will be informed 
about the motorcycle activities in the 
state by receiving Road Noise, the 
A.B.A.T.E. monthly news publication. 
A.B.A.T.E. is fun, educational and a great 
way to meet people and make new 
friends with similar interests. 
 
With your help, we can continue to  
promote the positive image of  
motorcyclists. If you want more 
information about A.B.A.T.E., please  
attend any of our meetings, meet other 
members, and ask questions. 
 
We are pleased that you have decided 
your rights are worth protecting, that the 
positive aspects of motorcycling are 
worth promoting, that education is  
important, and that the cost of an 
A.B.A.T.E. membership is a small price to 
pay to preserve and promote these  
principles. 
 
Members are the most important thing 
that A.B.A.T.E. has, so Thank You for  
becoming a member and we look  
forward to seeing you at our events.

MINNESOTA ORGANIZATIONS 
Motorcycle PAC of Minnesota 
       Mark Senn (612) 839-1077 
       8360 Suffolk Drive 
       Chanhassen, MN 55317 
  
Minnesota Motorcycle Club Coalition 
       Web: www.mnmccoalition.com 
       Facebook: mnmccoalition 
       Secretary: Mike Klatt 
       Email: mncoalitionsec@gmail.com  
 
 
 Minnesota Motorcycle Safety Center - 
MMSC 
       Beginning, Experienced, Moped, 
       and other motorcycle courses 
       (800) 407-6677 
       www.motorcyclesafety.state.mn.us    
 Minnesota Motorcycle Safety 
Advisory Task Force 
       Jon Fernholz, Liaison 
       mnmsatf@abatemn.org    
 Motorcycle Dial-A-Ride 
       John Nelson 
       888-342-5743 
       mcdar1596@gmail.com 
        
 
 Confederation of Clubs of Minnesota 
       https://www.facebook.com/cocofmn   
       CoC of MN email: cocofmn@gmail

THE HEARTLAND STEAM ORGANIZATIONS 

NATIONAL MOTORCYCLE RIGHTS ORGANIZATION 

A.B.A.T.E. of Minnesota 
stateoffice@abatemn.org 
P.O. Box 142 
Mapleton, MN 56065 
(507) 487-5000  
A.B.A.T.E. of Illinois 
PO Box 526 
Avon, IL 61415 
(309) 343-6588 • Fax (309) 343- 6387 
http://abate-il.org  
A.B.A.T.E. of Iowa 
1240 Washington St. • P.O. Box 70 
Eldora, IA 50627 
(641) 858-5001 • Fax (641) 858-5012 
http://abateiowa.org 
 
A.B.A.T.E. of Nebraska 
P.O. Box 22764 
Lincoln, NE 68542 
(402) 489-0651 
www.abateofne.com 

A.B.A.T.E. of North Dakota 
1001 S 22nd St 
Bismarck, ND 58504 
(800) 726-4094 • Fax (701) 224-0650 
abatend.com 
 
A.B.A.T.E. of South Dakota 
 #243 2601 S. Minnesota Ave, STE 105 
Sioux Falls, SD 57105-4750 
http://www.abatesd.com 
 
ABATE of Wisconsin 
PO Box 38 
Brookfield, WI 53008 
(262) 402-0593 
http://www.abatewis.org

American Motorcyclist Association (AMA) 
13515 Yatmouth Drive                                        Pickerington, OH 43147 
(614) 856-1900                                                  www.AMADirectlink.com 
 
Motorcycle Riders Foundation MRF 
E-Mail: mrfoffice@mrf.org 
P. O. Box 9090                                                                Peoria, IL 61612 
(202) 546-0983                                                                     www.mrf.org 
 National Coalition of Motorcyclists N.C.O.M. 
21054 Sherman Way, 3rd floor                          Canoga Park, CA 91303 
(800) ON-A-BIKE                                              http://www.aimncom.com 
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It looks like we're in store for an exciting 
year!  With so much going on in the world 
around us, it is time for us to band together, 
listen to each other, support each other, and 
work on common goals. 
 
Have you signed up for Heartland STEAM?  
Unlike A.B.A.T.E. University, there is a  
registration fee to attend this convention.  
Please register soon if you have not done so.  
The information is on our website and  
Facebook page.  And don't forget to book 
your room, we need to fill all 147 rooms at 
the Holiday Inn, Alexandria for the weekend 
of March 20th-22nd.  Spread the word - it is 
our turn to host this 7 state regional  
fundraiser for the MRF. 
 
Several of our chapters have fundraisers 
coming up soon.  Go out there and support 
them, you'll probably meet some new 
friends! (or catch up with people you haven't 
seen in a while) 
      Jane  

State  
Coordinator 

Jane Doyle 
(612) 910-1572 
statecoordinator@abatemn.org

Assistant  
State  
Coordinator 

Jim Orn 
(320) 250-4000 
AsstCoordinator@abatemn.org 

Well, we made it to February, which is a  
short month and winter will be over before 
we know it. 
 
Sorry I missed the B.O.D. About 14 years  
ago when I started traveling south for a few 
weeks in the winter it started to grow on me 
and now Kristie and myself like to get away 
from the winters and spend most of it in 
Texas. We’re having a great time riding and 
enjoying the nice weather. 
 
Let’s not forget, if you get a chance, take 
some time and make it to Bikerday at the 
Capitol. It’s still very educational for myself.  
If you have a chance take one of your kids  
or grandkids with, they will enjoy the  
experience along with yourself. 
 
And let’s not forget about Heartland STEAM. 
They’re planning a very informative event. 
 
And A.B.A.T.E. U is full steam ahead. As  
always, it will be a great event. 
 
It takes a lot of volunteering to put these 
events on and they enjoy doing it, so take 
some time get out and enjoy the events. 
  
Thanks to everyone that helped put these  
two events on and everyone that steps up  
to help at all the events that go on in the 
course of the year, helping with everything. 
Without all the volunteers we would have 
nothing. 
 
Till next time 
      Jim 

State  
Treasurer  
“Mitch”  
Michelle Backlund 
(763) 263-1532 
StateTreasurer@abatemn.org

February brings more winter fundraisers. I hope  
you are able to attend some and help promote  
all the great things A.B.A.T.E. of Minnesota does.  
And while doing this, let's sign up some new  
members. Our membership has decreased over  
the past few years and to keep this organization strong, we need more members. We also need 
to promote the Young Rider program to get some new ideas and younger members. We are 
getting closer to Spring, so keep the bikes ready to go. Hopefully it will be early this year. 
       Mitch 
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State  
Rally  
Report   
Doug Cohen 
(605) 321-9613 

Next Meeting(s) 
February 21st, Eagles Club, 12:00 pm 
March 21st, Litchfield Eagles Club, 12:00 pm 
April 17th, A.B.A.T.E. University, Holiday Inn,  
     Alexandria, 8:00 pm 
May 16th, Litchfield Eagles Club, Litchfield, 
     12:00 pm 
June 20th,  Litchfield Eagles Club, Litchfield, 
     12:00 pm  
July 17th,  July B.O.D. location, 8:00 pm 
 
I hope you had a great Christmas and New 
Year's.  
 
Here are some exciting developments about 
the 2026 State Rally which will be held from  
Friday, September 4th - Monday September 7th. 
 
Great news, the sled pulls are coming back to 
the Rally! Huge thank you to Sylvester Nagel  
for doing this. Stay tuned for more details  
about the sled pull schedule. We hope this will 
be one additional item that will help increase 
attendance. 
 
Family Night & Young Riders Rodeo will be held 
Thursday night September 3rd before the Rally 
officially starts, from 2:00 - 7:00 pm. This is 
another opportunity for us to introduce 
A.B.A.T.E. to the younger generation and gives 
you a chance to enjoy bringing your kids into 
your chapter campsites for the evening. The 
Young Riders rodeo will be from 5:00 - 7:00 pm 
in the back sled pulls area and they will serve 
hot dogs. We hope to also have young kids’ 
yard-carnival games available as well. Visitors 
under 18 will be wrist-banded at registration 
free of charge and their guardian must remain 
with them at all times within the fairgrounds for 
safety reasons. The Rally committee will be busy 
doing setup work with equipment and stage 
setup, and we do not want any young visitors to 
get hurt. Please do not let young kids wonder 
around by themselves. If your chapter wishes to 
have additional kid-friendly activities at your 
own campsite during this time, feel free to do 

so. We are inviting the food vendors to set up 
early this year, so we are hoping the food court 
will also be available from 2:00 to 7:00 pm  
during this event. Please try to help us create a 
kid friendly atmosphere during this time with 
respectable behavior. Everyone under 18  
must leave the fairgrounds at 7:00 pm, no  
exceptions. 
 
Advanced Rally tickets are already available to 
purchase online, $40 single and $60 couple. 
The deadline for online purchase is August 1st. 
Also discuss at your next meeting how many 
Rally advanced tickets your chapter would  
like to sell and contact Erin Fredricks at  
erinfredricks22@gmail.com by April 1st with  
that information.  Those advanced tickets will 
be given to your Chapter Rep at A.B.A.T.E.  
University if they are requested. 
 
By the time you read this, we will have picked 
the design for the t-shirt and flyer. The flyer will 
be ready for distribution by March 1st. 
 
Do not forget to sign up Rally sponsors. The 
new sponsor form is easy to use and provides 
all the information a business needs to know 
about both sponsorship programs. Also, on the 
form there is a QR code they can scan to sign 
up and pay online, or they can still mail the  
form and fee. When you drop off a form to a 
business, be sure to fill in your information on 
the back of the form, so that the business can 
contact you if needed to come pick up the form 
and fee. The form is available on the state  
website to download and print or contact  
Ingrid at (763) 516-7029 to request more forms. 
 
If you would like to attend a Rally meeting over 
the phone and you are on Facebook, contact  
Ingrid and she can add you to the group Rally 
chat for the meetings. 
 
To the Rally Committee, I hope all of you can 
plan ahead to attend our Rally meeting at 
A.B.A.T.E. University on Friday, April 17th at  
8:00 pm. We will be taking a group photo! 
 
That is all for now, as always keep those Rally 
suggestions coming to rally@abatemn.org. 
 
 Dougie 

Rally Chair 
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Education 
Jon Fernholz 
(952) 649-0581 
mnmsatf@abatemn.org 

Next Meeting(s):  
February 11th, via Zoom, 6:00 pm 
 
There is not very much to report this month.  
I consider it the calm before the storm. The 
storm being the scholarship program launch on 
May 1st.  
 
I do have a couple items of notes to share.  
First, now is the time to start planning chapter 
and district rider training events for the 2026 
training season. Just as last year, pending  
approval of the budget in April there will be 
$600 available to each of the four districts to 
reimburse rider training courses through our 
District Rider Training (DRT) program. We have 
done this in the last two years. As the word gets 
out and our membership has begun to under-
stand how the DRT program works, we have 
seen increased participation. With its inception 
two years ago, only $600 was reimbursed 
 state-wide. Last year that number was increased 
to $2,030. My goal is to have the entire $2,400 
that is budgeted used up in 2026. This equates 
to more riders trained in 2026. 
 
Lastly, I submitted an Operations Manual 
change to our State Coordinator regarding the 
Education Chairperson section. Under the 
Budget subsection I requested there be a  
statement added that would prevent the  
Education Chair from approving rider training 
reimbursements from the Education budget 
without meeting minutes approving request  
for reimbursement. This simply means the  
Education Chair cannot sign off on the expense 
without a paper trail. Through transparency, this 
would allow the organization to track where and 
why the funds were spent. This language was 
not needed until the launch of the DRT program.
That is all for now, I will check in next month. 
 
"It is impossible for a man to learn  
what he thinks he already knows." -Epictetus   
 — Jon 

Gambling 
Report 
Angie Morberg 
(218) 686-5988 
Gambling@abatemn.org

Next Meeting(s):  
February 17th, via Zoom, 6:00 pm 
March 20th, Heartland STEAM, Alexandria, 2:00 pm 
April 17th, A.B.A.T.E. U, Alexandria, 6:00 pm 
 
Hello Everyone 
 
As I was sitting and thinking about the past year, 
I started thinking about this position a year ago 
and if I was up for the challenge. Now looking 
back at this past year and no doubt it came with 
challenges and more times good and not so 
good times. Put it this way, it was all learning 
curves, but with every new advantage you learn 
as you go even if you make mistakes that is what 
makes us human.  
 
I was looking at the gambling account  from  
the past year and what we have done as an  
organization and this is what I came up with 
Medical Hardships totaled $5,300 and  
donations totaled $8,650, and winnings were at 
$75,404 total in winnings. That is so impressive 
as an organization. The medical hardships mean 
a lot to the people receiving it. Donations have 
helped some outstanding causes. That shows 
who we are and gets people asking what we are 
and all about. I am looking forward to more 
chapters having raffles and more donation 
requests coming in.  
 
Reminder to sell A.B.A.T.E. U raffle tickets and 
chapter credit deadline is April 4th. 
 
 — Angie

BIKERDAY 
March 25, 

2026
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Dial-A-Ride 
John Nelson 
(888) 342-5743 
mcdar1596@gmail.com     

Next Meeting(s):  
March 7th,  Paynesville American Legion, Paynesville, 
     5:00 pm. As usual, our Board  Meetings are open 
     to anyone that would like to attend. 
 
2025 came to an end with at least 57motorcyclist/ 
passenger fatalities and currently in 16 crashes,  
alcohol and/or other impairments were a factor 
(these numbers may change during further  
analysis by DPS staff). The good news is that the 
number of fatalities is down from 74 in 2024. 
 
The newly elected Motorcycle Dial-A-Ride 
(McDAR) officers for 2026 are:  

John Nelson - President   
Bill Ernst - Vice President   
Sharon Polman - Secretary   
Linda Olson - Treasurer  

Thanks to the outgoing officers and thank you to the 
new officers for stepping up. 
 
In the fall of 2025, the Dial-A-Ride board passed 
two motions - one would allow an alternate phone 
number to be used to initiate a call for pick-up 
service with restrictions and prior board approval 
and the other change set up five smaller Dial-A-Ride  
districts throughout the state of Minnesota (similar 
to the district system used by A.B.A.T.E.) to  
increase Board of Director contact through the  
use of in-person meetings with individual support-
ing chapters and groups on a quarterly basis.  
Information about these changes were handed out 
to Chapter Reps at the January A.B.A.T.E. B.O.D. 
 
McDAR representatives attended the Minnesota 
Wholesale Beer Association Annual Conference on 
January 29th in St. Paul. 
 
We will be putting on a breakout class at Heartland 
STEAM meeting in Alexandria on March 20th – 22nd 
explaining to interested motorcyclists from other 
states how our program works. McDAR will have a 
booth at the Donnie Smith Bike show, March 28th – 
29th at the Saint Paul River Centre.  
 
2026 promotional Dial-A-Ride materials will be  
distributed at A.B.A.T.E. U to all of the participating 
A.B.A.T.E. chapters.  
Remember - if your chapter is having a fundraiser or 
other type of event in 2026 and would like to have 
McDAR assist with sober cab services, reach out to 
President John Nelson to make arrangements.

Marketing 
Director  
Harmony Lillie 
(320) 583-6162 
marketing@abatemn.org  

Hello,  
 
Please, bring your totes to A.B.A.T.E. U if you did 
not bring them to January B.O.D. 
 
Does your chapter have signage? Posters?  
Anything that you can put up for your meetings 
and where other than social media? People who 
ride or even those who do not but believe in 
what we are about, might want to join you but 
do not have social media or know where to find 
your page. I pay every month for a QR program, 
use me to make you one! I am happy to do it.  
 
After elections, get your new officers into Zoho 
and everything else they may need. If you  
cannot get into your Zoho, please let me know,  
I can help. It does not take too long, usually lol. 
 
Be safe, stay warm,  

—Harmony
Publications 
Committee  
Tammy Winkels 
(320) 252-7353 
publications@ 
abatemn.org 

Next Meeting(s): 
February 8th, Zoom Meeting, 11:00 am 
March 8th, Zoom Meeting, 11:00 am 
April 12th, Ugly Bar, Montrose, 12:00 pm 
 
Happy 40th Birthday to the Road Noise! 40 
years of keeping members up to date with 
all State, Committee and Chapter news.  
 
The Road Noise Committee needs everyones 
help with keeping the publication to 40 
pages, please remember when writing your 
report to limit your article to the highlights 
of the news you want to share and only 
send 1-2 pictures. Use your meetings and 
Facebook pages for sharing more  
information and pictures. Thank You in  
advance for your help. 

—Tammy 
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Membership 
& Retention  
April Murch 
(612) 741-0279 
membership@abatemn.org 
 

In my recent internet search, I discovered one  
very important element. We are effectively  
implementing our strategies; we are doing every-
thing we should be doing. However, a key factor  
in achieving our goals is to keep doing what we  
are doing. It is understandable to experience  
discouragement when progress seems slow, or  
we are spinning our wheels. 
  
But are we spinning our wheels? Progress does not 
happen overnight. It takes time, it takes patience, 
and it takes persistence. 
  
It is encouraging to see the strides we have made 
this year. The momentum we have built is a                
testament to our collective efforts. Moving forward, 
our focus should remain on strengthening our 
community. We must prioritize engaging existing 
members, attract new ones, and motivate current 
members to renew their commitment. 
  
A.B.A.T.E. of MN provides a variety of programs 
designed to engage and foster meaningful  
connections among both new and long-standing 
members within our community. 
  
• The Young Riders Program stands as a  

cornerstone, to train young riders. 
• Through partnerships with the Heartland Steam 

states, we engage in collaborative  
environments, facilitating joint training  
sessions, and expanding our professional  
networks. 

• A.B.A.T.E. U serves as a vital resource,  
providing comprehensive officer training and 
specialized programming. 

• The Board of Directors meetings facilitate com-
munication and collaboration between the state 
leadership and individual chapters. 

• Recognizing the importance of skill  
development, numerous chapters generously 
offer motorcycle training classes at no cost to all 
riders, promoting safety, and competence. 

• Our annual state rally provides opportunities for 
networking and relationship-building 

• Bikerday presents a unique platform for legis-
lative engagement, enabling us to build strong 
relationships with our legislators. Building upon 

the momentum of Bikerday, the Write to Ride 
program offers a sustained approach to  
nurturing these legislative relationships. 

• Many chapters demonstrate their commitment  
to member appreciation through the  
implementation of various incentives. 

  
Our 3rd quarter winners are as follows: 
• Highest % of new members based on  

membership/$500 
1st Sand Dunes Tied Metro East Central Northeast 

• Highest number of actual new members/trophy 
1st Metro, 2nd South Central, 3rd Sand Dunes 

• Highest % of new members based on  
membership/District Traveling Trophy 
Metro, South Central, Straight River, Northstar 

  
I am here for you. I am here to help. Until Next 
Month Friends- Together We Are Stronger 
  —April 
 

Products  
Report  
Kari Duncan 
(507) 830-0644 
products@abatemn.org

Hello Biker Family,  
As we prepare for another round of elections,  
I want to once again remind all Chapters that I 
prefer to receive a typed copy of your elected 
officials when it comes time to order badges and 
business cards via email 
(Products@abatemn.org). The form included in 
the paperwork is to be sent to the State Office as 
normal, but it makes it much easier for me to get 
the correct spellings of names and correct 
phone numbers and email addresses on your 
badges and business cards if you send me a 
typed copy.  
I am working on finding new things for  
Heartland STEAM as well as A.B.A.T.E. University. 
If you have ideas or suggestions, please email 
me with your thoughts. 
 
Stay safe, —Kari 
 



A throwback shout out to a few of 
our past Road Noise Editors. Mitch 
and Dawn. January 2000 Road 

Noise. Thank you ladies for all of your  
contributions.  
 —Gaida 
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Historian 
Gaida Trout 
(320) 291-6975 
historian@abatemn.org 

Ways &  
Means 
Report  
Kristy Luhman 
(952) 412-6064 

Next Meeting(s): 
April 12th Ugly Bar, Montrose at 11:00 am  
Our committee last met on January 4th. We went over deposits, state and chapter bills, and fundraiser 
reports. We also looked over and approved the proposed budget for 2026.   
Thank you to the committee for being flexible and working so well together.    — Kristy 

MRF Report 
Rob Benjamin 
MRF State Representative 
 
(952) 681-0592 
mrfrep@abatemn.org 

At Meeting of the Minds 2025, our Legislative 
Priorities were set.  
High Priority  
— Autonomous Vehicles  
— Crash Avoidance 
— Data recording 
— Definition of a Motorcycle  
— Emission Regulations  
— Helmet Laws/Equipment Mandates 
— Internal Combustion Engines 
— Profiling 
— Renewable Fuels 
— Right to Repair/Modify 
— Surface Transportation Reauthorization  
— Vulnerable Roadway User Terminology  
 
Medium Priority  
— Lane filtering and/or Lane Splitting  
— Taxes 
 
Monitor Items 
— Distracted Driving 
— End of Life Directives  
— EV Incentives 
— Exhaust Systems   

Please go to www.mrf.org  
for a full explanation of each item.   

Registration for Meeting of the Minds 2026 is 
now open. Meeting of the Minds will be held at 
the Sheraton Milwaukee Brookfield Hotel. 
Please contact me if you have questions. 
 — Shadow  
 

State Office 
Administrator  
Shelly Deutsch 
(507) 227-4498 
membership@abatemn.org 
 

The State Office has been pretty slow, but this time 
of year it usually is. I have a couple of small 
requests, please don’t send a post dated check in 
with your form, the bank will kick it back to me and 
that just messes all the weekly totals off. Next, 
please, send something in besides your check, this 
postcard fits into a small envelope, the label off of 
the Road Noise, the application off the back of the 
Road Noise works well too. If you are a multi 
Chapter member and they are both due, I have no 
idea what you are paying for. 
 
My surgery that was scheduled for November was 
cancelled last minute, the new date is March 3. 
 
Keep on keepin on! — Shelly  
 
 



www.abatemn.org                                                                           ROAD NOISE                          11

A.B.A.T.E. of Minnesota  
Legislative Team Report 

This page of comments was shared with the motorcycle community many years ago. I believe it was the 
late 1980s or early 1990s but what it says still rings true today. Please read it carefully, think about what  
it says and then make a decision, should we give the control to those that oppose us or do our part. It’s 
our government, let's step up and own it, let's make it the best it can be? How you say? Participate!  
Write and or talk to legislators, know who supports our position and when the time comes cast your vote 
accordingly and be sure to attend “Bikerday at the Capitol”, March 25th, 2026 you can make a difference. 
 .Your A.B.A.T.E. of MN Legislative Team 
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Young  
Riders  
Report 
 Harmony Lillie 
 (320) 583-6162 
 youngriders@abatemn.org

Hello! 
 
We have plans in progress for the Young Riders 
Bike Rodeo the Thursday of the Rally. Still lots of 
details before anything is finalized, but the  
committee has started.    
I'm headed to the ice races near me to chat with 
some of the youth there. South Haven and Gray 
Eagle. I'm also promoting at a nonprofit event in 
Glenwood. So that should be fun.   
What's on your agenda for Young Riders? 
Don't forget to mention the contest!  
www.facebook.com/youngriders mn 
 Current Proud Supporters  

of A.B.A.T.E. Young Riders 
Jane Doyle  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .June 2023 - May 2026 
Vicki & frank Ernst . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .June 2023 - May 2027 
Tri-County Chapter A.B.A.T.E. of MN. June 2023 – May 2027 
Lake Chapter A.B.A.T.E. of MN . . .January. 2024 – Dec. 2026 
Bob & Toni McChesney  . . . . . . . . . August 2023 - July 2026 
Jim & Kelly Pierson  . . . . . . . . . . .December 2024-May 2032 
Rolling Prairie Chapter 
    A.B.A.T.E.of MN  . . . . . . .December 2025-November 2026 
East Central Chapter  
    A.B.A.T.E. of MN . . . . . .December 2025 - November 2026 
You can become a Young Rider Supporter! 

We are offering the opportunity to become 
“Proud supporter of A.B.A.T.E. Young Riders.” 

NCOM  
Liason  
Jane Doyle 
(612) 910-1572 
ncomliason@abatemn.org

We just had our monthly ZOOM meeting.  
NCOM plans to be the umbrella under which 
all motorcycle groups can gather.  Those 
groups include: SMRO's, MRF, COIR, COC's 
and PROC.  As I write this (Jan. 7th), several 
members of NCOM are heading to the  
PROC - MC Professional Convention in New 
Orleans.  This is their 22nd annual event where 
they have approximately 3000 attendees and 
fill 2 hotels!  Can you imagine what the  
atmosphere will be like at that convention?  
Next month I will be able to report on what 
those NCOM members learned while  
attending. (No, I am not able to attend this 
one.) 
 
The monthly NCOM newsletter should be  
up and running soon.  I will publicize the  
information for signing up to receive it as 
soon as they are ready to send it out. 
  

 — Jane   

Write  
To Ride 
Frank Ernst 
(601) 801-2920 

To all of our people that took part in  
Write 2 Ride (W2R) in 2025, 

THANK YOU! 
Thanks to those that made an effort, thanks to 
those that communicated with legislators, 
thanks to those that make a difference. Your  
participation in the process to protect our  
freedom and improve conditions for  
motorcyclists is appreciated. THANK YOU from 
A.B.A.T.E. of MN.  — frank 
 

Motorcycle 
Safety Task 
Force 
Jon Fernholz 
(952) 649-0581 
mnmsatf@abatemn.org 

Next Meeting(s):  
March 19th, location TBD, 5:00-7:00pm 
 
Our next task force meeting is less than a week away, 
so I don't have a whole lot of information to share. I 
continue to check the Secretary of State website hoping 
for an update reflecting membership appointment, but 
that has yet to happen. I did receive the ad insert that 
comes with the tab renewal notification and hopefully 
you did too. Rider training course schedules are now 
available online if you are interested in taking a course 
this year. I don't know about you, but I'm ready to get 
back to scraping floor boards at 10 MPH. I'll have a lot 
more information in the next report. Make your own 
choices and keep your head on a swivel.  
   — Jon  
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webmaster@abatemn.org 
Committee Chairs & Coordinators:   
If you’re responsible for receiving  
information—such as sponsorship forms, 
applications, or donation notices—please 
make a habit of checking your junk or 
spam folder. Several automated emails 
from the website are being filtered, and we 
don’t want you to miss anything  important. 
 
Membership Renewals:  
I’ve also received reports that some 
members are unable to click the Submit 
button when renewing online. This usually 
happens when the form isn’t fully  
completed. Please scroll all the way  
down and finish each required field.  
Once everything is filled out, the button 
will activate and the renewal will go 
through. 
 
Thank you all for your patience and for 
helping keep our digital side running 
smoothly. If you run into any issues or  
notice something that needs attention,  
feel free to reach out to 
webmaster@abatemn.org

Webmaster Report

A.B.A.T.E.  
University 
Stephanie  
Christensen 
(763) 443-4732 
AbateU@abatemn.org

A.B.A.T.E. University 
April 17th - 19th 
Holiday Inn, 5637 MN - 29, Alexandria, MN 5630
320-763-6577 
 
Reservations are OPEN!!  
Only call the number above and ask for the roo
block under A.B.A.T.E University for April 17th, 
2026 weekend.  
 
Keep collecting and putting things together for
the auction. We will be having a silent and live 
auction. If you need to send your auction items 
with someone else before A.B.A.T.E U, please 
contact your District Director.  
 
There will be a Banquet Saturday evening. You 
will be able to pick your meal and pay on our 
website.  
 
T-shirts will be pre-order only at $20 each! You 
will be able to do this on our website.  
 
We will be having some Young Riders events 
going on Saturday from 11am - 1pm. Lunch wil
be provided for the Young Riders.  
 
Continue selling those raffle tickets for both  
Friday and Saturday night raffles! 
 
NEW this year! We are moving the King and 
Queen pageant to A.B.A.T.E University.  
 
Watch Facebook for any updates!If you have an
questions please don't hesitate to reach out to 
me.  
 
Thanks,   — Stephanie 

Buddy  
Bear  
Corner 
Sharon Polman 
(218) 507-5163 
BuddyBear@abatemn.org 

 No Report Received:
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Bike of the Month

The Blue Devil 
 
2014 Tri-Glide Ultra 
Fred Pawelk 
East Central Chapter 
It has 52,000 miles with  
blue metallic paint, tons of  
chrome and under frame blue 
lighting.  I love the way the  
Blue Devil rides and a bonus,  
Deb loves to ride in the princess chair! This is a fun Trike to be cruising on. 
 

Business of the Month

Suz is the founder and driving force behind  
Under My Wing — a small, community- 
based business rooted in compassion,  
professionalism, and personalized care.  
With over 30 years in the healthcare field, including 20 years of hands-on  
experience and 10 years in business management, Suz brings unmatched 
dedication to helping people maintain independence and dignity in their  
own homes. Her company offers a wide range of non-medical in-home  
services, including:  
• Personal care • Respite care 
• Transportation 
• Customized support tailored to each client’s needs.  
• She has been a member of the Lake Chapter for many, many years.

Under My Wings  
Professional Services, 

LLC 
www.undermywingps.com
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A.B.A.T.E. of MN 
State  
Coordinator  
Thank you for the confidence in nominating me for 
one more year as your State Coordinator.  If elected, 
this will be my 8th year in this office.  Together, we 
have done some amazing things.  I enjoy traveling to 
meetings and events to engage with our members 
and meet people.  See you soon! — Jane Doyle 

 
My Fellow Biker Enthusiasts, 
I am writing this article as I have been nominated to 
be your next State Coordinator for A.B.A.T.E. of 
MN. This will be my 16th year. as a member of 
A.B.A.T.E. of MN and over that time I have served 
as a Sergeant At Arms for one year, a Vice President 
for two years, a Chapter Representative for three 
years, and the Northeast District Director for three 
terms, of which I currently hold the office. In  
addition to my A.B.A.T.E. of MN experience. I have 
also served A.B.A.T.E. of WI where I am starting my 
19th year as a member. I filled a vacated seat as an 
Area Representative (Chapter VP) and then was 
elected to a two-year term as Regional Representa-
tive (Chapter President) covering three counties 
based in Superior.  I am starting my 18th year as a 
member of the MRF, and my 4th year as a member 
of the AMA. I feel that A.B.A.T.E. of MN is ready 
for a change and fresh ideas and I think I have the 
background to do just that.  I will have a competent 
Brother to run as my Assistant Coordinator in Stan 
Nordahl, current Chapter Representative of the Up 
North Chapter.  We both look forward to serving 
this great organization, with everything we can 
muster to give to it.   
 Please join us in making this dream a reality.  
 — Kent “Pedro” Verner       

A.B.A.T.E. of MN 
Assistant 
State  
Coordinator  
Good day brothers and sisters, 
I am writing this article. I have been asked to run 
alongside State coordinator  Kent Verner as his           
Assistant State Coordinator. I have 14 years  
experience as an A.B.A.T.E. member. During this 
time frame I have held offices of Sergeant of Arms, 
and  the past several years I have held the office of 
Chapter Rep for the Up North chapter. I currently 
hold dual memberships in both local chapters in my 
area. I have past leadership skills as a 3 year Eagles of 
Grand Rapids President along with several years on 
the board. I am looking forward to running alongside 
Kent and  as we look forward to serving this                   
organization. I feel the 2 of us will bring fresh ideas 
and both open minds to the organization. I feel both 
of our passions and drive to fight for the rights of the 
needs of A.B.A.T.E. of MN and look forward to  
serving you in this position. 
 
 Help us make this dream a reality! 

— Stan Nordahl 
 
 A.B.A.T.E. of MN 

State  
Treasurer  
I want to thank everyone for their support over the 
years. I have accepted the nomination for State Treas-
urer for the last time. This next year will be my 30th 
year as State Treasurer and it is time for a change. If 
anyone wants more information on the positions of 
State Treasurer and Bookkeeper, let me know. 

— Mitch 
 
 

 

State Officer/Executive Board  
Nominee Resumes

A.B.A.T.E. of MN 
SE District Director  
Thank you for the nomination of Southeast District Director! Most of you already know me, but here it goes. I’ve been  
a member of A.B.A.T.E. of Minnesota since November of 2014. I’ve been a Chapter Rep, Secretary, Membership & Re-
tention Chair, State Rally assistant, and currently SW District Director & State Office Admin. I would appreciate your 
support in the upcoming election, thank you for your time! 
 — Shelly Deutsch
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A.B.A.T.E. of MN 
SW District 
Director  
Hello to everyone in the SW District and the state.  
I’m Naomi McVay and on Facebook my last name is 
Grosz (maiden name) and sometime in the future, 
either near or far, it will be Hilden. I started with the 
A.B.A.T.E. of SD in the Rushmore Chapter of Rapid 
City in 2018 and when I moved back to East River 
SD in 2019 I had the privilege to get to know the 
Way West Chapter and eventually became a 
member. Since that time there’s been a move into 
MN and have had the honor to serve as a Sergeant of 
Arms and a Chapter Representative.  I look forward 
to the new venture within the A.B.A.T.E. com-
munity and intend to serve the chapters in the SW 
District the best that I can.  

State Officer/Executive Board  
Nominee Resumes

A.B.A.T.E. of MN 
NE District 
Director  
Thank you to Liz Ovick from Jack Pine Riders for the 
nomination as NorthEast District Director. I went to 
my first A.B.A.T.E. of MN meeting in 1987. I was a 
charter member of the Whitetail Chapter and held 
multiple officer positions within Whitetail chapter 
(President, VP, Secretary, Treasurer, Chapter Rep.) 
Before becoming Northeast District Director back in 
the mid-90s the position I held for 3 years. 
For the past 10 years I have been East Central  
Chapter Rep, and sit on many A.B.A.T.E. of MN 
committees (A.B.A.T.E. U, Rally, Heartland Steam 
2026)I am looking forward to working with the 
members of the Northeast District. I am going to try 
to make your chapter meetings or events over the 
next couple of months but as we all know Mother 
Nature doesn't always cooperate this time year. 

— Thank you, Tim Jensen 
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NORTHEASTORTHEAST D DISTRICTISTRICTNORTHEAST DISTRICT

Chapter GrapevinesChapter GrapevinesChapter Grapevines
Kent Verner, Director
(218) 343-7826   •   northeastdir@abatemn.org

By the time you are reading this article, the January B.O.D. has taken place and the Executive Board 
nominations hopefully are complete.  I said “hopefully” as there are some positions that, as far as I 
know, are not filled. The first round of chapter nominations should have taken place. I was at a NE 
District chapter meeting yesterday and they filled all the offices on the first round. The second round 
of chapter nominations are coming up. So, if your chapter is short of head table officers, please, 
please step up. It’s not that hard and there are a ton of resources to help you to do the job. Please 
support the elected members. They are all volunteers and are doing their best to administer to the 
chapters and the organization as a whole. Watch them and learn from them so you can feel confident 
in putting up your name next year.  
 
It is definitely winter, so riding is out of the question. Plan on attending some chapter fundraisers. I 
cannot stress this enough that your support at an event may make the difference between that 
chapter making it another year or not. More than one chapter in our district is in trouble, personnel, 
and funds. New member numbers are increasing but we need to focus on the renewals also.  
 
In March we will be hosting Heartland STEAM. We do this once every seven years, and it is very 
worthwhile. Bikerday at the Capitol is approaching and registration is available on line for both 
events. April brings A.B.A.T.E. U. Another must if you are an active member of our organization. A 
Board of Directors meeting will take place along with fundraisers and seminaries. Mark your 
calendar for all three. Hope to see you there. Spring cannot come soon enough for me. 

  — Pedro

Up North 
 
Next Meeting(s): 
February 15th, Eagles, Grand Rapids, 1:00 pm  
Hello everyone.  
 
We have a fundraiser coming up on February 21st 

at the Eagles in Grand Rapids. If any chapter 
would like to donate items for our live and silent 
auction, please get ahold of Stan, chapter rep, or 
Chris Park, chapter president.  Hope to see you all 
there.  
 
— Angie Morberg 
  

Sand Dunes 
Next Meeting(s): 
February 8th, The Getaway, 5:00 pm  
The new year is upon us. I hate to be the person 
who says the years go by faster every year. But the 
years do go by faster every year. My youngest is 
22 this year and I still remember his birth...  and it 
feels like it was last week.  
 
With Valentine’s Day coming soon, don't forget to 
get your significant other a special gift. Some-
thing that says “I love you and I appreciate you." 
Amy is getting something really special this year, 
an oil change kit AND a promise to change her 
oil. I also got my Chieftain a new windshield and 
seat this year. Love is Love. 
 
It is only a few months from the riding season. I 

am already. 
 
— Burn Miles not Time,  Doug Hall 
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Central 
 
Next Meeting(s): 
February 1st, Triple R, Kimball, 12:00 pm  
     (Nominations will take place during this meeting) 
March 8th, VFW East, St. Cloud, 12:00 pm  
     (Voting happens at this meeting)  
April 12th, Trobecs, St. Stephens, 12:00 pm 
 
Upcoming event(s): 
March 28th, Easter Hog Roll, SALS, St. Joseph, 
     1:00 – 4:00 pm 
May 30th, 3rd Annual Ride for Terebinth 
 
A special thank you to SALS in St. Joesph for 
hosting our January meeting and Holiday party. 
Central Chapter is excited to host our First Easter 
Hog Roll. This is a free family event. We will have 
Ham Bowling, the Easter bunny, kid and adult 
egg hunt. Look for the event and keep up on the 
details on our Facebook page: A.B.A.T.E. of  
Minnesota Central Chapter 
 
3rd Annual Ride for Terebinth Ride and Auction is 
scheduled for May 30th. Mark your calendars for 
this great time for a great cause!  
 
We had our Holiday party after our January  
meeting. It was such a fun time. We played the 
white elephant game and just spent time with 
each other. Thank you to Chad and Jen H for 
making it all happen. 
 
At the February meeting nominations will take 
place. So, if you would like to support the chapter 
by running for a position or nominating some-
one, come on out to this meeting to do so. 
The March meeting will be voting for officer 
positions. If you would like to vote but cannot 
make it you can request an absentee ballot 
from the State. Those need to be requested by 
Feb 8th!  
 
— Until next month, Ling and Cowboy 
  

Metro 
 
Next Meeting(s): 
February 10th, VFW, Coon Rapids, 7:00 pm 
 
Upcoming Event(s): 
March 2nd, Meet and Eat, Welch's Big 10, 4:00  
     to 8:00 pm  
March 15th, Brunch at Route 47, 8:00 am to Noon 
March 14th, St Pattys Warm Up, 6:00 to 10:00 pm 
March 28th – 29th, Donnie Smith Bike Show 
 
I don’t know about you, but I know I have the 
winter blues. Seeing all the snow and ice and 
waiting for spring to pull out the bikes again. But 
just because the weather is cold does not mean 
that there is nothing going on. In fact, this is the 
perfect opportunity to see our A.B.A.T.E. family.  
As you all know Bikerday at the Capitol is quickly 
approaching. Have you registered yet? I know I 
have. This is the perfect opportunity to speak 
about biker rights with those in government. 
These issues affect us all so let’s get a big showing
and get our voices heard! Can’t wait to see you 
there on March 25th!  
 
Here at Metro, we are putting together a few 
events you do not want to miss! Our annual St. 
Pattys Warmup is quickly approaching! March 14th

from 6:00 to 10:00 pm at Route 47 in Fridley!  
Presale tickets are available through any officer. 
$20 in advance and $25 at the door gets you free 
tap beer, soda, a burger basket, selfie station, 
bake sale, silent and live auction, and music from 
Pandemic Rocks! Plus, you get to hang out with 
your friends over in Metro! This event is not one 
you wanna miss so get those presale tickets now 
and prepare for shenanigans! 
 
Have you ventured to the cities for the Donnie 
Smith bike show lately? On March 28th and 29th 
Metro will be hosting an A.B.A.T.E. booth at one 
of the largest bike shows in Minnesota. The booth 
has been getting updates over the last year and 
we cannot wait to show it off to you! Metro will be 
there to help educate about A.B.A.T.E. and our 
mission. We signed up new members last year 
and plan to sign up even more this year! Stop 
down and support the vendors and A.B.A.T.E. of 
Minnesota! 
  



www.abatemn.org                                                                           ROAD NOISE                         19

Northeast 
 
Next Meeting(s): 
February 4th, Gopher Bar and 
    Grill, West Duluth, 6:30 pm 
March 4th, Gopher Bar and 
    Grill, West Duluth, 6:30 pm 
 
Upcoming Event(s): 
March 14th, Bunwarmer,  
    River Inn, Scanlon 
 
Hello all, 
It’s almost Valentine ’s Day  
already. Winter seems to be flying by,  
which suits me fine. 
 
Somehow, I missed attaching the picture from 
our Christmas white elephant giveaway so I’ve    
attached it this time around. 
 
Not much to report at the moment. We’re starting 
the planning for our annual Bunwarmer fund-
raiser event. We have a date, location, and band 

Northeast “White Elephant” Party.

arranged. The River Inn in Scanlon on March 14th 
with Virgil Caine providing the music. We’ll have 
more details such as room blocks and food  
specials in future Road Noise articles as well as 
social media. 
 
Here’s to days getting warmer and longer soon.  
 
— Ride safe, Ed 
  

Jack Pine Riders 
 
Next Meeting(s): 
February 15th, Bogey's on Main, Hinkley, 1:00 pm 
March 15th, Buffalo Tracks, Banning Junction,  
     1:00 pm 
April 19th, Mavericks Bar and Grill, Beroun,  
     1:00 pm 
May 17th, Marge's Bar and Grill, Brook Park,  
     1:00 pm 
June 21st, Squirrel Cage Bar and Grill, Willow 
     River, 1:00 pm 
July 19th, Village Bar and Grill, Pine City, 1:00 pm 
August 16th, Endzone Bar and Grill, Rutledge, 
     1:00 pm 
 
It's time again for officer elections. Nominations 
for chapter officers will be accepted at the  
February meeting. Elections will be held at the 
March meeting. 
 
The next roadside cleanup is scheduled for May 
17th at 11:00 am sharp. Chapter meeting to  
follow highway clean up. The last cleanup had a 
great turn out. Thank you to all who helped out 
with this worthwhile endeavor. 

Keep in mind, you do not need to be a Jack Pine 
Riders member to attend any J.P.R. event.  
 
Members are encouraged to attend. And better 
yet, members are encouraged to bring a friend. 
Non-members are encouraged to stop by and 
see what we are all about. 
 
For more events, check the Road Noise calendar 
of events. Also be sure to check your sister  
chapter grapevines for more events. For updated 
chapter/ events and information, log on to our 
website: http://www.jackpineriders.org  
Or check out the Jack Pine Riders Facebook 
page. 
 
— Respectfully, The Grapevine jesus 
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Open to the Public -  
       Join us for a FREE, Family-Friendly celebration. 
• Easter Bunny will be available to take personal photos. 
• Free Egg Hunt for Kids & Adults 
• Ham Bowling (Roll a strike - win a Ham!) 
      Adults: $5 roll 3 Rolls for $10 
     Kids (10  & under) $2 roll or 3 rolls for $5 
     (Prizes for all participants) 
• Chicken Strip Basket Special 

Donations to A.B.A.T.E. OF MN are not tax deductible. 

East Central 
 
Next Meeting(s): 
February 1st, American Legion, St Francis, 10:30 am 
March 1st, American Legion, St Francis, 10:30 am 
April meeting TBD 
 
Upcoming Event(s): 
February 7th, East Central's Valentines Heart-On, 
     American Legion, St. Francis, 1:00-5:00 pm 
March 20th-22nd, Heartland STEAM, Holiday Inn, 
     Alexandria 
March 25th, Bikerday at the Capitol 
 
Hey All! 
 
It's February and you know what that means? It 
means you might still be hung over from the 
Grounded Hogs party and you’re getting ready 
to go to our Valentines Heart-On party this week-
end. Hope to see you all there. February also 
means that Bikerday is right around the corner. 
We should be getting to know who our elected 
officials are and let them know we would like to 
meet them. Please make plans to go to St Paul on 
March 25th. This is our single biggest opportunity 
to show we care about our rights and safety to 
the people who make our laws. The more people 
the louder the message, so let's show up for our 

organization. 
 
There are many things happening right now, in-
cluding chapter and state elections. Nominations 
are under way with the election coming in March. 
We have some wonderful people that have joined 
our organization lately who have some great 
ideas. We really need these folks to keep this 
thing we call A.B.A.T.E. rolling, so make sure you 
welcome in your new members. You never know 
when a wonderful friendship will form and they 
may want to bring their friends. 
 
Don't forget Heartland STEAM coming up as well. 
This is where we get together with our neighbor-
ing states and share knowledge through seminars 
and social interaction. It's a great time to get  
together and see what others are up. To share 
ride stories as well as seminars in team strength-
ening and building. If nothing else, a great  
weekend getaway with other bikers with spring 
just around the corner. It's a good time, so sign up! 
 
East Central will be pulling together a Road 
Guard course this spring. So let us know if you’re 
interested before April. The date will be May 3rd 
and we will require a deposit for a spot. 
 
That's all for now. 'til next time, Shiny side UP! 
 
— President Jim 
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SSOUTHEASTOUTHEAST D DISTRICTISTRICTSOUTHEAST DISTRICT

Chapter GrapevinesChapter GrapevinesChapter Grapevines
Virgil Legried, Director
(507) 951-0624   •   southeastdir@abatemn.org

No report received. 
     — Virgil

River Valley 
 
Next Meeting(s): 
February 8th, Eagles Club, Mankato, 12:00 pm 
March 8th, Eagles Club, Mankato, 12:00 pm 
  
Upcoming Event(s): 
February 21st, River Valley A.B.A.T.E. 3rd Annual Social 
March 25th, Bikerday at the Capitol (1:00 pm -5:00 pm) 
  
Hello all! 
 
February is here — another month down and one 
step closer to riding season! Most of us are ready for 
winter to be done, so stay warm and keep thinking 
spring. 
 
A huge thank you to everyone who helped make 
our January Thaw Dance happen — from the  
committee for all their hard work, to everyone who 
attended and supported the fundraiser. It’s always 
great catching up with friends, old and new. 
 
The second round of officer nominations is upon us, 
and we encourage anyone interested to step up 
and get involved. The February meeting will be your 
last chance to accept a nomination and have your 
name placed on the ballot for our March elections. 
 
BIKERDAY at the Capitol is March 25th. Take the day 
off work, meet your representatives, and make your 
voice heard. Never been? This is one of the most 
powerful ways to protect our freedoms. Register at 

abatemn.org, wear your leather, and let’s pack the 
rotunda! 
 
Get ready for our 3rd River Valley Social Gathering— 
Saturday, February 21st, 2:00–5:00 pm at Pub 500 in  
Mankato. Come hang out and get to know your  
fellow riders outside of meetings and events. 
We welcome current members, former faces, and 
anyone curious about joining A.B.A.T.E. of MN.  
Expect great laughs and even better company — 
don’t miss out on the fun! Everyone’s welcome, so 
bring a friend or two. 
 
Have you reserved your spot for A.B.A.T.E.  
University? April 17th–19th at the Holiday Inn in  
Alexandria. Learn, connect with members from all 
Chapters, and have fun! Call (320) 763-6577 to 
make reservations. 
 
A big thanks to our new and returning members! 
Don’t forget to bring a friend to meetings and 
events, sign up a rider, and let’s grow our family of 
road warriors while keeping our voices loud and our 
roads free! 
 
Check Road Noise and our Facebook page for  
off-season events — there’s plenty to see, do, and 
support! 
 
Stay positive —spring and our first rides are just 
around the corner! 
  
—  Big D, President 
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Flatlanders 
 
Next Meeting(s): 
February 21st, George’s of Geneva, Geneva, 2:00 pm 
March 21st, Eagles Nest (Eagles), Albert Lea,  
     2:00 pm 
 
Upcoming Events: 
Bikerday at the Capitol, March 25th, St. Paul, 1:00 pm 
  
Hello from the Flatlanders 
  
The Minnesota statewide precinct caucuses for 
2026 were scheduled to be held on Tuesday, 
February 3rd, 2026, at 7:00 pm.  These meetings 
were run by the political parties, not the  
government, and they were the first step in a  
process where parties were able to:  
• Discuss issues and ideas to include in  
   the party's platform 
• Choose volunteers to organize political  
   activities 
• Select delegates who will endorse  
   candidates at future conventions 
 
Hopefully you took the opportunity to attend to 
see how things are run and maybe even  
participate.  With everything that is happening in 
our state right now, the best thing we can do is 
get involved, learn as much as we can and be a 
voice for positive change. 
 
Nominations for Chapter Officer positions will be 
taken again this month with voting in March.  If 
you are curious about a position, ASK so you can 
find your answers.  If you want to run for a  
position, have someone nominate you or  
nominate yourself!  At the end of the day, we 
need to fill the seats of the officers positions in 
order to continue to run this chapter as effectively 
as we have over the year!  One thing to  
remember, even if you don’t think you’re ready or 
you are unsure, you have the help of every  
pre-existing officer to help you!  So do not be 
afraid to Step Up!! 
  
The other item I want to touch on is Bikerday at  
the Capitol.  This is our day to make a difference 
and influence change.  Registration is open, so 
log in and get your name on the list whether you 
know if you can go or not.  Buses have been set 
up so all you have to do is drive to the meet loca-
tion and get on the bus.  All too often those who 
do not participate are the first to speak about 
things they do not like or agree with…Do not be 
that person, come with us, meet your Legislators 

and Senators and share your concerns with them. 
Again, I cannot say it enough, this is OUR DAY to 
INFLUENCE and effect CHANGE!!  Hope to see 
you all there.   
"You cannot say you want to protect the rights  
of motorcyclists and not be willing to step up  
and participate” - Anonymous.   
— Peace, Love and Hugs, Michele Legried 
  Tri County 
 
Next Meeting(s): 
February 5th, Cy’s Bar & Grill, Chaska, 7:00 pm 
     Fundraiser meeting 6:30 pm 
March 5th, Cy’s Bar & Grill, Chaska 7:00 pm 
     Membership committee meeting 6:15 pm 
     Fundraiser meeting 6:30 pm 
April 9th, Cy’s Bar & Grill, Chaska 7:00 pm 
     Fundraiser meeting 6:30 pm 
 
Upcoming Event(s): 
March 20th-22nd Heartland STEAM, Holiday Inn,  
     Alexandria, see Road Noise ad for more info 
March 25th, Bikerday at Capitol 
April 17th-18th, A.B.A.T.E. U , Holiday Inn, Alexandria  
Happy February     
I’m sure all you two-wheel (or three) bikers are  
waiting for this winter to be over…. But in the 
meanwhile….there’s lots of events going on with 
your A.B.A.T.E. friends! Check out the Road Noise 
for upcoming events to get you out of the house 
and boost your spirits! 
 
Speaking of events…. Our chapter voted to  
reimburse a TriCounty member in good standing  
(meaning attended all meetings the last 12 months)
$100 if they attend any National Conference.. 
Meeting of the Minds, Bikers in Beltway, Heartland 
STEAM… for the first time. Also, our chapter will 
reimburse $500 to a member who attends the 
Bikers in the Beltway in May for the first time that 
are in good standing too!  
A membership committee will have the first  
meeting at 6:15 pm prior to the fundraising  
meeting in March. Start thinking of ways we can  
increase our membership numbers!  
Chapter officer elections were had at end of  
meeting. Thanks to all who accepted the  
nominations! And thanks again for the 2025 of-
ficers!! We have the best!! 
 — Over and Out, Ger 
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Southeast LC 
 
Next Meeting(s): 
February 15th, VFW, Rochester, 1:00 pm (note time change) 
March 15th, VFW, 1:00 pm 
April 19th, VFW, Rochester, 1:00 pm 
 
Upcoming Event(s): 
March 19th-21st, Heartland STEAM, Alexandria  
March 25th, Bikerday at the Capitol, 1:00 - 4:00 pm 
March 28th, SELC Spring Party, Stewartville Legion,  
     4:00 - 8:00 pm 
April 17th-19th, A.B.A.T.E. U, Holiday Inn, Alexandria  
 
Greetings: Well here we are again. Only about 7 
days until Spring and riding season. Can't wait. 
 
We are planning a spring party for March 28th at the 
Stewartville Legion from 4-8. This is our chapter 
fundraiser. We will have food (potluck), music, silent 
auction, and a bake sale. Come and celebrate spring 
finally arriving with us. On that note, we need silent 
auction items, bake sale items, and potluck items. 
We need the chapter to help us out with these items.   
 
As you may have noted, starting with the February 
meeting, we will be changing the meeting times. It 
was brought to our attention that the current time 
falls during church time and many members and  
future new members are not able to come to the 
meetings due to being in church. We are hoping this 
later time brings more members to our monthly 
meetings. 
 
Terry still has tickets for the A.B.A.T.E. U raffle tickets. 
They are $100/ticket with several prize chances. 
There will be a raffle on both Friday night and Sat-
urday night. Contact Terry for tickets or come to the 
February and March monthly meetings as Terry will 
have the tickets there. 
 
Don't forget about Bikerday at the Capitol. We need 
to fill those buses and the Rotunda. We need to let 
the legislators know we are watching them and 
make our concerns heard. The bus ride is free and 
for our chapter and the bus will pick us up in Roch-
ester. You do not need to be a member to go to this 
event. Registration is open on the A.B.A.T.E of MN 
website. Registration is so appointments can be 
made to meet with your Senator and Representa-
tive. This event is free and open to the public so 
bring lots of friends and relatives. 
 
Heartland STEAM is fast approaching and planning 
is going well with just a few last minute things to tie 
up. Registration for this is also open. The cost is 

$50/person and T-shirts are also for sale for 
$20/shirt (pre-order only). This is open to all 
A.B.A.T.E. members so come and check it out. This 
should be quite educational as there will be 6 other 
states there and we will get to hear what is going on 
in their states. 
 
It was announced at our December meeting that 
Terry will be stepping down as secretary after almost 
6 years in the position. Seth Hall, our president also 
announced that he is stepping down as president 
for personal reasons effective immediately. At this 
time Rick Panek (vice president) is stepping into this 
position until after officer elections in March. At this 
time the chapter is looking for a President, Vice  
President (?), and secretary, Tom will continue as 
treasurer unless someone else would like to take on 
this task then he will gladly step aside. Terry will  
continue as chapter rep for at least one more year. If 
you or anyone you may know is interested in any of 
these positions, please come to the meetings so you 
can be nominated and put on the March ballot. If we 
don't get anyone to step up, then I fear the chapter 
will fold which is quite sad. 
 
I think that's all for this month. See you at the 
monthly meetings. 
 — Terry 

Straight River 
 
Next Meeting(s): 
February 8th, The Box Car, Waseca, 1:00 pm 
March 8th,  Legion,  Owatonna, 1:00 pm  
     * Elections 
 
Upcoming Event(s): 
Straight River Chili feed/contest February 21st,  
     Elk’s Lodge  There is a $150 fee to hold event 
     there (allows children into event) 
 
Happy New Year! I hope you brought in the new 
year happy and healthy with the ones you love. I for 
one am tired of the snow and wind. I am looking  
forward to wind therapy, sooner than later! 
 
We are also planning a Meet & Greet in April. More 
details to come next month. 
 
Looking forward to seeing you all at A.B.A.T.E. U  
in April! 
 
Take care! 
 
— Mike Smith, Straight River President 
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SSOUTHWESTOUTHWEST D DISTRICTISTRICTSOUTHWEST DISTRICT

Chapter GrapevinesChapter GrapevinesChapter Grapevines
Shelly Deutsch, Director
(507) 227-4498   •   southwestdir@abatemn.org

I hope everyone survived the New Year Celebration! Here we are in February, right in the middle 
of elections & so many events coming up. There is still time to get on your chapter ballot to run for 
a position! So many chapters are struggling to fill the head table, this is a good time to try your 
hand at a leadership position! 
 We have so many chapter events going on, check out the calendar of events out in the Road Noise. 
March is going to be a busy month, I have my neck surgery on the 3rd, Heartland STEAM is the 
20th-22nd, and Bikerday is the 25th. I will be attending all of these events, even after having a major 
surgery, I hope to see you all there too! 
 Until next time,  Shelly
Rolling Prairie 
Next Meeting(s): 
February 7th, The Village Inn, LaSalle, 
     Committee 3:00 pm, Regular 4:00 pm 
March 7th TBD 
 
Upcoming Event(s): 
March 14th, VFW, St. James, Chili Feed  
     5:00 - 8:00 pm 
March 20th-21st, Holiday Inn, Alexandria, 
     Heartland STEAM 
 
Hello Biker family, 
 
Advanced Chili Feed tickets are available 
from members or by calling Kari at  
507-830-0644. They are $12 each or  
$15 at the door. Chili will be served from 
5-8pm and the Silent Auction goes until 
8pm. Come try various chilis and see what 
finds you can purchase off our silent  
auction. 
 
Other than our Chili Feed, we are trying 
to stay healthy, getting ready for all the 
fun things we have planned this summer. 
 
— Stay safe, Giggles 
 
 
 

Buffalo Ridge 
Next Meeting(s): 
February 18th, Dave’s Muscle Cars, Lynd, 3:30 pm 
March 11th, Dave’s Muscle Cars, 3:30 pm 
 
Nominations for Chapter Officers will be taking place in  
February, so if you are a member of the Buffalo Ridge Chapter 
and want to be an active part of the chapter please consider 
coming to the February meeting. 
 
We will be keeping our meetings listed on Facebook, so please 
follow our page. 
 
Bikerday registrations are due March 5th. Stay warm and SAFE 
out there! 
 
— Kris Gruhot, Sec/Treas. 
 Glacial Ridge 
Next Meeting(s): 
February 7th Marcia's Bar, 6:00 pm 
March 7th, Paynesville Legion, 3:00 pm 
April 4th, Marcia's Bar  
Upcoming Event(s): 
March 7th, Biker Prom, Paynesville Legion, 6:00 - 11:00 pm  
Planning our Memorial Weekend camp out. We have so much fun
at these. We go on rides, eat lots, went fishing last year, Hives and
I did pretty well. Prom is coming up! Biker theme, $20 advance,
$25 at the door. We hope to see you there! 
— Harmony, President 
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Lake 
Next Meeting(s): 
March 7th, Red Lodge, Waverly (Election 
     Meeting)  3:00 pm 
April 4th, S.O.S Clubhouse, Cokato,  3:00 pm 
May 2nd, Missile Park, St Bonifacius,  3:00 pm 
 
Thank you to Choo Choo Bar for hosting our  
January meeting.  
The 2025 Member of the Year award was  
presented to the incredibly worthy Maureen 
O’Hern. We are thrilled to recognize her  
outstanding leadership and her 
significant contributions to the 
chapter this year. We thank you 
for your dedication and service  
to the chapter.  
Both Bikerday and Heartland 
STEAM are fast approaching.  
You can register online for both  
of these events. Don’t forget to  
reserve your room for Heartland 
STEAM. If you are unable to attend  
Bikerday the chapter has drafted two letters that 
you can send to your Representatives. 
 
We are looking at dates at the end of May or the 
middle of June for rider training classes. Stay 
tuned so you can register for these free training 
opportunities.  
A.B.A.T.E. University raffle tickets are available for 
purchase. This year there are two drawings  
offering you fantastic opportunities to win  
amazing prizes. You can either purchase tickets for 
yourself or sign out some to sell. Your participation 
will directly contribute to funding our gambling 
account.  
The chapter is seeking enthusiastic individuals to 
fill two key roles: a dedicated Membership  
Coordinator to manage our growth efforts and 
someone passionate about our chapter to oversee 
the management of our chapter products. If either 
of these positions spark your interest, don't  
hesitate to reach out to either April or Jim.  
We are exploring the possibility of an online  
platform to sell our chapter products. We are in 
the planning stages and anticipate having more 
details soon, so stay tuned for updates! Chapter 
calendars are in and going fast. If you haven't got 
one and want one contact Jim Kosse.  
The first round of officer nominations has  

concluded. We extend our congratulations and 
best wishes to all the nominees. The 2nd round of 
nominations will take place at our February  
meeting which will be held on January 31st. If you 
need an absentee ballot please reach out to Shelly 
at the State Office no later than February 10th. If 
you are attending the March voting meeting 
please bring your A.B.A.T.E. of Minnesota  
membership card to the meeting. 
 
The nominees are: President: April Murch, Vice 
President: Jim Kosse, Chapter Rep: Todd Riba, 
Treasurer: Cyndi Buttweiler, Secretary: Sandy 
Bengtson, Sgt at Arms: Dean Webb, Jim 
Bengtson, Mike Jencks, Tammie Webb, Randy 
Deters, Keith May, and Chris Paumen. 
 
Thank you to our 2026 Grounded Hogs Sponsors: 
Platinum: Frederick Creek Sheet Metal 
Super Gold: Bizter Garage Door Repair 
Gold: Dale Morin, Buzz and Karen Plante,  
Tri-County A.B.A.T.E of Minnesota, Family  
Counseling Center, Lake Bowl, Thirsty Buffalo, 
Smoker, Mike Jencks, Cyndi Buttweiler and  
Jim Kosse 
Silver: Cosmos Motorcycle Supply, Gaida Trout 
 
Until next month my friends- Ride Free! 
 — April 
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South Central 
Next Meeting(s): 
Meetings Wednesdays at 7:00pm: 
February 4th SOS, Cokato 
March 4th Shaggy's Bonfire, Litchfield 
April 1st Shaggy's Bonfire, Litchfield 
May 6th VFW, Hutchinson  
Upcoming Event(s): 
March 20th-22nd, Heartland STEAM 
     Holiday Inn, Alexandria 
March 25th, Bikerday at the Capitol, 
     1:00pm - 5:00pm 
April 17th & 18th, A.B.A.T.E. University 
     Holiday Inn, Alexandria 
May 16th & 17th 2 Days, SC SPRING 
   FLING Bike Show Litchfield Civic Arena  
Huge thank you to Bill & Kristy LaPlante 
for hosting our annual chapter  
Christmas party! I am heading there  
tonight as I write this, I'm sure we will 
have a blast! We are enjoying potluck, 
games, and a gift exchange.  
Save the date for our annual Spring 
Fling Bike Show at the Litchfield Civic 
arena this year. This is a 2 day event on 
May 16th, 10:00 am - 6:00 pm, and May 
17th, 10:00am - 3:00pm. We will have 
the same categories: Custom, Classic, 
Stock, Bagger, Rat, Trike, Sport, Best in 
Show. Bike Registration will be Friday 
4:00 pm - 8:00 pm, Saturday and  
Sunday 8:00am - 10:00am.  
In the meantime, I hope you can  
attend the other chapter's events and 
state events like Heartland STEAM, Bik-
erday, and A.B.A.T.E. University. Even 
though we are not riding yet, there is 
still a lot to participate in!  
You can also help with fundraising  
efforts right now. Get sponsors signed 
up for the Passport Run (deadline  
February 14th) and for the State Rally. 
Both of these forms are available to 
download online. Sponsors for both of 
these events can also sign up and pay 
online as well. Look under the  
Resources tab at the abatemn.org state 
website.  
Stay warm and hang in there, not much 
longer until we can vroom vroom!! 
— Ingrid Cohen 

South 
Central 
Twister 

Tournament 

Southwest 
Next Meeting(s): 
SW Minnesota meetings are held  
at Rushmore Community Center at 7:00 pm. 
February 6th meeting 
March 6th meeting 
 
Happy February! 
 
In our little corner of Minnesota, 
things have been pretty chill. It’s 
other parts of our fine state, 
where the stuff has been hitting 
the fan. Let’s hope all of that 
noise and frustration is dimin-
ished by now. 
 
We have a real live Santa in our 
midst! And he made the rounds 
this December! 
 
Please keep our Military in your thoughts and prayers, as well as 
fellow Minnesotans during these noisy times. 
 
— BAM, Becky Murphy
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Way West 
Next Meeting(s): 
February 28th, Alleycat Lanes,  
     Ortonville, 10:00a.m. 
 
Upcoming Event(s): 
Heartland STEAM in Alexandria 
ABATE University in April in Alexandria 
 
Greetings all, I hope all is well. 
 
We're sorry some times of the last couple 
meetings had to be changed. It was done to 
accommodate their business hours. Our 
Facebook page is a great place to stay up  
to date. 
 
Heartland STEAM is coming up fast. It's a 
great way to mingle with others from all 
around. Our president is actually delivering a class. Come on and join us. 
 
In just a few short months, we'll be back on the road. Now is the time to 
do your maintenance. Otherwise, not much new on this end....I still prefer 
sunshine and warmth over winter. 
 
— Take care and stay well, Gypsy Mama

Chapter GrapevinesChapter Grapevines
NORTHWESTORTHWEST D DISTRICTISTRICTNORTHWEST DISTRICT

Chapter Grapevines
Northwest 
Next Meeting(s): 
January 31st, American Legion, Plummer, 2:00 pm 
March 7st, Greg McGlynn’s, Red Lake Falls, 3:00 pm  
Upcoming Event(s): 
February 21st, Winter Social, Rusty Nail,  
     Thief River Falls 
May 29th-30th, Spring Ride In, Island Park,  
     St. Hilaire 
May 30th, Memorial Ride, Broadway Station,  
     St. Hilaire, KSU 10:00 am  
We had great attendance at the January  
meeting, excellent discussions and first round of 

nominations completed.  
See you at the Winter Social to be held at the 
Rusty Nail in Thief River Falls on February 
21st. Free will donation dinner starts at 6:00 
pm. Popular band, Hillbilly Rock, is playing 
8:00 pm-12:00 am. This is a great event for 
your friends to see what A.B.A.T.E. is all 
about.  
Plan to join us for 37th Annual Spring Ride In 
held at Island Park in St. Hilaire. Gates open 
at 6:00 pm on May 29th with a full day of fun 
on May 30th. On site camping is available 
through May 31st. 
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Borderland 
Next Meeting(s): 
February 10th, Skippy Finn's, Badger, 6:00 pm  
Happy February Borderland! 
 
So, we didn't have a December meeting because 
of freezing rain and with the holidays. And if  
I remember right, that is about 15 over 35  
years that we did not have a chapter meeting. I 
personally want to thank Pat “Sully” Sullivan for 
being our rock-solid chapter prez. And also, our 
Secretary-Treasurer, Amy Carlson, for her amazing 
dedication to the Borderland chapter! We want to 
thank Angie Morberg for her work as our new 
gambling manger as well. We have those great 
A.B.A.T.E. U raffle tickets. This is an amazing pay 
back we get as a chapter on our sales that we can 
give to charities of our choice. Buy and sell and 
win!  
Now we have state and chapter elections coming 

Chapter GrapevinesChapter Grapevines
NORTHWESTORTHWEST D DISTRICTISTRICTNORTHWEST DISTRICT

Chapter Grapevines
Edgar Burke, Director
(218) 849-5021   •   northwestdir@abatemn.org

HOWDY FOLKS!!!  Happy Valentines to All!  
Bikerday at the Capitol  •  Heartland STEAM  •  A.B.A.T.E. U  —  This is an Action Packed Schedule! 
As we get through January, we tend to start thinking about getting our machines ready to go.   
Hopefully you are taking time to attend Your Local Caucus.   
It's no doubt with the events going on in YOUR State that WE ALL NEED to get more involved with our
legislature. This year’s involvement with Your Reps and Senators is VERY Important! Not only that but 
you learn about what's going on in your local community.  
As we push on, take note the time change for Bikerday. This by far is the most Important day for  
Motorcyclists!!!! Get registered for the bus. They will take you right to Capitol Hill.  
Rider Training —  I try to take a rider training course every year. People ask me, Why? When you've 
been riding for 50 some years. Well EVERY ONE I've taken I Learn something. Obviously, I'm not as 
young as I once was. It's a very good refresher course. And furthermore most chapters have it set up 
where it doesn't cost any more than a couple hours of your time. I mean, probably be riding that day 
anyhow.  
Also a good time of year to get a young rider involved! Very Good program. One step farther, You 
could sponsor that kid. It goes back to getting involved with the locals.. 

 TAKE CARE and RIDE FREE  — Edgar
up with nominations open at our next meeting. 
We thank all ongoing officers and those from the 
past! And a big thanks to the membership!  
So, I believe you all now know what is happening 
in our state and country. What do we do? Well I 
will be at Bikerday at the Capitol, and I will see 
Mark and John. Not sure which tee shirt I will have 
on!  
— Twistin' da wick Tim 
 
 Freedom First Riders 
No Report received 
  North Star 
No Report received 
  Heart of the Lakes 
No Report received 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Metro Meat and Eat
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Silver Lake Legion 
Post #141 

241 Main St. W. 
Silver Lake, MN 55381 

 
A.L. R Director James L. Nowak 

Phone: 320-583-8264 
www.jdnowak@hotmail.com 

 
Riding for America’s Future 

www.legion.org/riders.

  Harvey R Farr  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .R 
FREEDOM FIRST RIDERS 
  Richard Schwardt  . . . . . . . . . .N 
GLACIAL RIDGE 
  Jim Halvorson / 
       Julie Hemen  . . . . . . . . . . . .R 
JACK PINE RIDERS 
  Duane Tchida /udy Soder  . . . . R 
  Glenn McDowell  . . . . . . . . . . .N 
LAKE 
  Kimmer Robertson / 
       Joe Dawson  . . . . . . . . . . . .R 
  Mike Hodges  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .R 
  Bill T /Marianne W Nelson  . . .R 
  Laurie Otten  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . R 
  Rick /Myra Van Horn  . . . . . . . .R 
  Nikki Arne  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .R 
  James Armstrong  . . . . . . . . . .R 

  Keith May  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .R 
  Gene /Charm Bolgrean  . . . . . .R 
  Mark Pederson  . . . . . . . . . . . .N 
  Keith /Lisa Quady  . . . . . . . . . .R 
  Gary Ernst  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .R 
  Dan Spotten  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .R 
  Leah Otto  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .R 
  Terry /Kelli Stenglein  . . . . . . . .R 
  Greg Twardy  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .R 
  Olly Eby  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .R 
  Tucker Knee  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .N 
METRO 
  Jon /Donna Stutelberg  . . . . . .R 
  Joe "JJ" /Lori  
       "Punky" Jones  . . . . . . . . . .R 

New & Renewals for JANUARY 2026
NORTHWEST 
  Arvid /Crystal Broden  . . . . . . .N 
RIVER VALLEY 
   Patty Addy  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . R 
SAND DUNES 
 Chris Mahan  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .R 
  Ron Deppa  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .N 
SOUTH CENTRAL 
  Galen "Porkchop" / 
       Peggy Sundin  . . . . . . . . . . .R 
  Gaida Trout  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .N 
  Seth Hall  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .N 
  Brian/Catherine Rick  . . . . . . . .R 
STRAIGHT RIVER 
  Roger May /Catherine Buck  . .R

BUFFALO RIDGE 
  Wesley Cole  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .R 
CENTRAL 
  John Lynch  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .R 
  Melissa Hoffmann  . . . . . . . . . .R 
  Eric / Linda Lindstrom  . . . . . . .R 
  Barry /vonne Wolbeck  . . . . . .R 
EAST CENTRAL 
  Russ Zirkle  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .R 
  Scott /Cheryl Lecy  . . . . . . . . . .R 
FLATLANDERS 
  Steve /Becki Petersen  . . . . . . .R 
  Virgil /Michele Legried  . . . . . .R 
  Alex Kline  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .R 
  Charlene Kuchenreuther  . . . . .R 
  Dan /Arvilla Bye  . . . . . . . . . . . .R 
  Debra Sawyer/ 
        Greg Luscombe  . . . . . . . . .R 

Fifth wheel for sale or trade for Harley Davidson  
motorcycle. 2009 KZ Sportsmen Select 28.5 feet long. 
Includes truck hitch, tripod, jacks, and chucks. One owner, 
no smoking, very good condition. Washed and waxed every 
fall and stored inside every winter. Brand new tires. At  
seasonal site for 10 years so only about 1,000 miles towed. 
Lots of storage inside and out. $9,000. Call or text 320-
420-7547. (FEBMARCHAPRIL)

CLASSIFIED ADS
The Classified Section is open to all members of 
A.B.A.T.E. of MN. The ads are free of change and 
run for a three month period. Photos are accept-
ible as room permits. No business ads will be  
accepted. 

Send your Classified Ads to: 
roadnoise@abatemn.org  
or mail to: Road Noise,  
16550 226th Ave NW,  
Elk River, MN 55330
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51 years of riding and 30 years 
representing bikers who 

are hurt or in trouble in Minnesota. 
 

CALL 
1-800-770-7008 
St. Cloud (320) 259-5414 

“Ask your friends about us.” 
 

If you have any legal problem 
and you wonder what to do 

CALL US 
and we will find someone to Help! 

 
www.minnesotapersonalinjury.com 

 
Offices in St. Cloud and the Twin Cities 

 
“Justice For the Injured”



MINNESOTA GOVERNOR 

Governor Tim Walz 
130 State Capitol 75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 
Saint Paul, MN 55155 
(800) 657-3717 

U.S. SENATORS 

Senator Amy Klobuchar (D-MN) https://klobuchar.senate.gov 
302 Hart Senate Office Building Washington, DC 20510 
(202) 224-3244 Fax: (202) 228-2186 
 
Senator Tina Smith (D-MN) https://smith.senate.gov 
309 Hart Senate Office Building Washington, DC 20510 
(202) 224-5641 Fax: (202) 224-0044  
 U.S. REPRESENTATIVES  

FIRST DISTRICT 
Brad Finstad (R-MN) https://finstad.house.gov 
1605 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
(202) 225-2472 

SECOND DISTRICT 
Angie Craig (D-MN) • https://craig.house.gov 
1523 Longworth Office Building Washington, D.C. 20515 
(202) 225-2271 

THIRD DISTRICT 
Kelly Morrison (D-MN) • https:/morrison.house.gov/ 
1205 Longworth House Office Building Washington, D.C. 20515 
(202) 225-2871 

FOURTH DISTRICT 
Betty McCollum (D-MN) • https://mccollum.house.gov 
2256 Rayburn House Office Building Washington, D.C. 20515 
(202) 225-6631 Fax: (202) 225-1968 

FIFTH DISTRICT 
Ilhan Omar (D-MN)https://omar.house.gov  
1517 Longworth House Office Building Washington, D.C. 20515  
(202) 225-4755 

SIXTH DISTRICT 
Tom Emmer (R-MN) https://emmer.house.gov 
315 Cannon House Office Building Washington, D.C. 20515 
(202) 225-2331 Fax: (202) 225-6475 

SEVENTH DISTRICT 
Michelle Fischbach (R-MN) • https://fischbach.house.gov 
1004 Longworth House Office Building  Washington, D.C. 20515  
(202) 225-2165  

EIGHTH DISTRICT 
Pete Stauber (R-MN) •https://stauber.house.gov 
126 Cannon House Office Building Washington, D.C. 20515 
(202) 225-6211 
 http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/hinfo/leginfo/cong.pdf

A.B.A.T.E of Minnesota 
P.O. Box 142 • Mapleton, MN 56065

 NON-PROFIT ORG 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
SPICER, MN 

Permit No. 32

Attention Postmaster: Time Dated Material

Check your expiration date. Please use the form below to re-new your membership with A.B.A.T.E. of Minnesota, so 
that you may continue to receive the Road Noise and be informed!

(Applicants 18 years of age and older)
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

Name 1:

Name 2:
 Associate Name

Address:

City:

State/Zip:

Phone #:

E-Mail:

Renewal:       Yes      No

Over 18:        Yes      No      Under 21:      Yes      No

Chapter:
 If left blank the correct area chapter will be assigned.

 Dues: 

   ❑ 1 year $30.00 Single or ❑ $50.00 per couple.

   ❑ 2 years $60.00 Single or  ❑ $100.00 per couple.

   ❑ 3 years $90.00 Single or ❑ $150.00 per couple.

   ❑ 5 years $150.00 Single or ❑ $250.00 per couple.
                          Make checks payable to:
 A.B.A.T.E. OF MINNESOTA

Charge to: Visa Mastercard

Exp:

Card #:

Signature:

...............................................................................

...............................................................................

MOTORCYCLE PAC OF MINNESOTA
Unless you opt-out by signing below, $3.00 from 
your yearly membership dues will go to 
Motorcycle PAC of Minnesota, a Political 
Action Committee of Minnesota Motorcyclists.

Opt-Out:

Signature:

P.O. Box 142, Mapleton, MN 56065


